
Phil 125: Introduction to Philosophy of Science 
Prof. Jacob Rump 
 

Details for Final Project Preliminary Assignment A (due in class on 11/5) 
 
Topic description: In a few paragraphs, you should describe the topic of your final project 
(your purported pseudoscience or pseudoscientific technique, procedure, conception, etc.) in 
as much detail as possible, including a brief summary of its history. Be sure your description 
makes clear why someone might think that your topic is scientific in the first place, and 
clearly specify whether you take it to be a pseudoscience, a pseudo-scientific technique/ 
procedure, or a pseudoscientific conception, etc. You may use your provisional project 
description (handed back on Monday, 10/20) as a starting point, but you will need to 
significantly revise and expand on it. 
 
Sources: Your description should be based on reputable sources (online and in print) that 
deal with your pseudo-science, and these sources should be cited in text and included in a 
provisional bibliography. Citations and bibliography may be formatted according to any 
standard style sheet (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.); just be consistent.  
 
Discussion of Importance: After you have described your project topic and its history, you 
should include a paragraph (or two) discussing why you think the question of the scientific 
status of your topic is important.   
 
To receive all five possible points, the assignment must be between 300 and 500 words, must 
list and cite at least three different sources, and must be clearly written and well organized. 
(You can think of the first few paragraphs of the Thagard article on astrology as a good 
model for this.) The assignment is due typed, in hard copy, with word count at the top, at the 
beginning of class on Wednesday, 11/5. Be sure to save a working copy of this document, as 
this material will serve as the one of the major “building blocks” for your final project. 


