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Details for Final Project Preliminary Assignment B (due in class on 11/12) 
 

 
Your second preliminary assignment for the final project will address the demarcation 
criterion you will use in examining your purported pseudoscience.  You should: 
 
1) Discuss the criterion very clearly but in general (i.e., without reference to your specific 
project topic), including citations where appropriate: what is the criterion and how does it 
help us to decide whether something is or is not a pseudoscience? What steps does one take 
in order to apply it in any given case? 
 
2) Make very clear your reasons for thinking this is a good criterion to use in deciding 
whether something is or is not a pseudoscience, and your reason for choosing/ coming up 
with this criterion.  If you come up with your own criterion, I expect you to offer some basic 
justification for it, along the lines of—though not as extensive as—the justifications offered 
by the philosophers of science we have read (e.g., Popper, Thagard), and to distinguish yours 
from any of the other criteria we have read about that may seem very close to it: what makes 
your criterion different/ unique/ better? 
 
Altogether this discussion should come to between 300-500 words.  Note that you are not yet 
being asked to apply the criterion to your specific topic.  This step is intended to be sure you 
first have a firm conception of the demarcation you will be using.  You will apply that 
criterion to your specific topic in the third preliminary assignment and in the final project 
itself. 
 
To receive all five possible points the assignment should be between 300 and 500 words and 
must be clearly written and well organized. (Again you can think of parts of the Thagard 
article on astrology as a good model for this.) The assignment is due typed, in hard copy, 
with word count at the top, at the beginning of class on Wednesday, 11/12. Be sure to save a 
working copy of this document, as this material will serve as another major “building block” 
for your final project. 


