
KHC Studio            Name of Respondent:_____________________  
Prof. Rump        
Essay #2 Peer Critique Take-home Assignment   Due in my mailbox (KHC office) by 5PM on F, 11/13 
 
In this take-home assignment you will offer detailed comments on a classmate’s draft of the second essay. You should 
re-read the prompt for essay #2, the “Tips and Suggestions for Paper Writing” handout (both available on Blackboard) 
and the instructions below before beginning to read and comment on your classmate’s essay. This assignment will be 
treated as a writing exercise assignment. Maximum effort in providing, respectful, extensive and thoughtful comments, 
fully following the instructions below, and turning in your work on time will result in a grade of check plus (100%). 
Failure to fully follow the directions below or to return assignment and paper on time will not only be disrespectful and a major disservice to the 
classmate whose paper you are critiquing; it will also result in a grade of 0% for the assignment. 
 
A) Question and Thesis  
1) In the introduction, underline and label the question to be answered in the paper and the sentence(s) 
that you take to be the thesis answering it. If either is missing or hard to find, note this in the margin. 
 
2) Provide criticism and suggestions for improving (not radically changing) the question posed, using the 
tips on the back side of the essay assignment for help: 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3) Rate the thesis for each of the following criteria as described on the “Tips and Suggestions for Paper 
Writing” handout (available on Blackboard; see H&S pp. 27-29 for additional help) 
Clarity:      ___Needs a lot of work ____OK, but needs some work      ____Good 
Arguability and Originality: ___Needs a lot of work ____OK, but needs some work      ____Good 
Scope:    ___Needs a lot of work ____OK, but needs some work      ____Good 
Relevance:    ___Needs a lot of work ____OK, but needs some work      ____Good 
 
3) Provide additional comments/suggestions for improving the question and thesis: 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B) Organization and Flow of Paragraphs  
1) For each body paragraph, in the left-hand margin, summarize in a few words what you take to be the 
“main point” of the paragraph. Underline and label topic sentences and organizational cues (transitions, 
enumerations, etc.). Mark any long paragraphs that you think could be broken up in a logical way. 

2) Answer the following questions (see H&S pp. 36-37): 
Does the paper contain an easily identifiable introduction and conclusion?               ___No  ___Yes 
Does each body paragraph have a clear and unique purpose and contribute to the overall thesis?  ___No  ___Yes 
Is the flow from one paragraph to the next logical, given the thesis to be demonstrated?   ___No  ___Yes  
 
3) Provide additional comments/suggestions for overall organization, flow of paragraphs and argument: 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



C) Paragraph-level Revisions  
1) Select the body paragraph that you feel needs the most additional work in terms of its argumentation, 
development, and overall coherence. Label it by writing “see part C” next to it in the right-hand margin. 
 
2) For that one paragraph, provide comments and suggestions for each of the following: 

Topic Sentence/Main Point (see H&S pp. 50-52): Does the paragraph contain an effective and well-placed 
topic sentence expressing a clear main point? Is it clear how that point is relevant to the paper’s thesis?  
Comments/suggestions: ______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Development/Argumentation (see H&S p. 54): Is the main point of the paragraph further developed over the 
course of the paragraph or simply repeated? Does the author make a compelling case and offer an 
argument or adequate evidence in support of the paragraph’s main point?   
Comments/suggestions: ______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Coherence (see H&S pp. 61-65): Do the individual sentences within the paragraph flow from one to 
another in a logical comprehensible way, using transition phrases (see chart p. 65) as appropriate?  
Comments/suggestions: ______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D) Sentence-level Clarity and Use of Language 
1) Read through the paper very carefully, paying special attention to the clarity of individual sentences: is 
it clear exactly (not just roughly, kind of, more-or-less, etc.) what the author means by particular words 
and phrases? Can you clearly “picture” what they have in mind? Highlight or underline problems of 
clarity, and write questions in the margin showing the author what you find unclear or what information 
seems to be missing (think of the questions for clarity I write on your papers as a model). Also provide 
suggestions for alternative phrasings, word choice, etc. in the margins, as appropriate.  
 
2) Evaluate the overall clarity of the paper and offer suggestions or comments for the criteria below, 
consulting the cited sections in Hacker and Sommers to be sure you understand each: 
Uses concrete nouns (§18b), standard idioms (§18d), and appropriate words (§18c)                ___No ___Yes  
Suggestions/ comments: _____________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Uses active verbs; avoids unnecessary wordiness; and chooses sentence subjects appropriately (§8)  ___No ___Yes  
Suggestions/ comments: _____________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Avoids mixed & illogical constructions (§11a,c); makes clear logical connections (§11b)   ___No ___Yes 
Suggestions/ comments: _____________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Avoids distracting shifts (§13) and misplaced or dangling modifiers (§12)                ___No ___Yes  
Suggestions/ comments: _____________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Staple this sheet to the f ront of the copy of your classmate’s draft containing your comments, and put it in my 
mailbox in the KHC office by the deadline listed above. 


