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Thus far in class, we’ve spent a lot of time discussing Aristotle’s conception of value: this is, after 
all, a text about ethics, and Aristotle clearly thinks there are some kinds of general standards of 
value. But we’ve also spent some time discussing his views on authenticity (while this is not 
Aristotle’s word, we see authenticity come into play in our discussion of the ways in which one 
must seek virtuous character for oneself, despite the fact that there are general and perhaps even 
universal standards of value as well as obligations to others and to the polis). But value and 
authenticity often seem to be in tension with and even opposed to each another. Write an essay 
describing and evaluating one way in which you find Aristotle trying to bring the notions of value 
and authenticity together. First explain, in the case you’ve chosen, how Aristotle thinks he can 
balance these two elements of human character. Then offer your own evaluation: in what ways 
do you find his account successful? In what ways not? While doing this well will of course 
involve discussing Aristotle’s views with reference to the text, remember that the primary goal of 
the paper is not summarizing the text but responding to it and offering reasons and evidence to 
support your own view (in other words, don’t just say what you think; say why you think it!). 
Narrowing your focus to one specific part of Aristotle’s theory (e.g., his conception of justice, of 
practical wisdom, of the mean, of the relationship between moral and intellectual virtue, of 
choice and responsibility, etc.) will be necessary in order to do this well in such a short paper. 
 
Your response paper should take the form of a well-crafted essay with a clear thesis (in this case, 
your overall evaluation of Aristotle’s attempt to balance value and authenticity with reference to 
the specific part of the theory you’ve chosen). This thesis should be defended with evidence and 
reasoning in the body of the paper and must be supported by references to the text. Your 
response should consist primarily of explanation, argument and presentation of evidence in 
support of your position, and not in telling me what you like or dislike about Aristotle generally or 
how you feel about the text. While these papers are very short, the final product should be a well-
written and succinct formal essay. Doing this well will require careful proofreading, attention to detail, and 
multiple drafts and revisions. Get started early! 
 
 

Formatting, etc. 
Information on how to format your paper, including tips to help you with writing a philosophy 
paper and information on how the papers will be graded, is available in the document entitled 
“Philosophy Papers: Instructions, Tips, and Grading Rubric,” available on Blackboard.  If you 
have questions about any aspect of writing your paper, you should check there first.  
 
As stated on the syllabus, I am happy to read drafts of thesis statements, or to discuss other 
questions related to your papers during office hours or by email, but in order to encourage you 
to get a head-start on your papers and to work through multiple drafts, I will not respond to such 
requests initiated less than 48 hours before the paper is due. 


