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Your third short paper of the semester will be another small response essay, this time responding 
to one of the essays we have discussed from the Klemke and Cahn reader. Your paper should 
briefly summarize the key ideas and thesis of the chosen essay in your own words (not by simply 
stringing together a series of quotes or close paraphrases) and then present your own original 
response: do you agree or disagree with the author’s major claims about the meaning of life? 
Why? As with your previous papers, you should focus on presenting the reasoning that supports 
your own claims as well as the reasoning the author uses support of his/her claims as clearly and 
convincingly as possible. DO NOT merely state what you think or what the author says; also say 
WHY you think this and HOW the author supports his/her claims. Remember that I am 
especially interested in your reasoning. 
 
RESTRICTION: In your response paper, you may not focus on the same essay covered in your 
second VoiceThread presentation post. 
 
 

Expectations 
Responding the prompt above in the space of 1-2 double-spaced pages (not 2-3 as previously!) will 
require the careful selection and presentation of only the most important and relevant ideas from the 
essay and will demand concise and precise analytical writing approached through multiple drafts. You 
will not have the space to present an extensive summary of everything mentioned in the essay you have chosen, or to 
ramble on in your response; your presentation of both the author’s views and your own response to them will need to be 
intentional and selective. For a paper of this sort, an ideal thesis will include a basic statement of the 
author’s major claim, a clear statement of your own position with regard to it, and a basic indication 
of the line of reasoning that will be used to back up that claim. This thesis should be defended with 
evidence and reasoning in the body of the paper supported by references to the text (which may be 
simple citations and should not be quotations of long passages). While these papers are very short, the 
final product should be a well-written and succinct formal essay. Doing this well will require careful 
proofreading, attention to detail, and multiple drafts and revisions.  
 

Formatting, etc. 
Information on how to format your paper, some tips to help you with writing a philosophy paper, 
and information on how the papers will be graded is available in the document entitled “Philosophy 
Papers: Instructions, Tips, and Grading Rubric,” available on Blackboard.  If you have questions 
about any aspect of writing your paper, you should check there first. Please also refer to the 
comments from your first papers for additional things to think about as you work on this paper. 
 
As stated on the syllabus, I am happy to read drafts of thesis statements, or to discuss other 
questions related to your papers during office hours or by email, but in order to encourage you to get 
a head-start on your papers and to work through multiple drafts, I will not respond to such requests 
initiated less than 48 hours before the paper is due. 


