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Assignment Information and Grading Rubric for VoiceThread Posts  
 

VoiceThread (VT) is a video, audio, and written discussion board that we will access through a link in 
Blackboard. Postings will serve as a way to help set the agenda for and further reflect upon our class 
discussions. There will be a different “slide” (similar to a PowerPoint slide) for each assigned reading (and for 
each part of a reading on days when multiple chapters or sections are assigned). The VT will not only provide 
an opportunity for continuing to engage with major ideas from the course with your colleagues outside of 
class; it will and also serve as a collective reference as your write your papers. The VT assignment fulfills the 
4th credit hour critical thinking requirement for this course. 
 

Presentation Posts (by sign-up; one before and one after spring break) 

Each student will be required to make an original presentation post (3-5 minutes) in video or audio format 
twice during the semester (once before and once after spring break), in accordance with the sign-up sheet 
posted on Blackboard. Your job as the original poster is not to summarize the day’s reading or topic, but 
rather to record a short presentation raising some questions for general class discussion with reference to the 
reading or topic, giving reasons or justifications for the questions or concerns you raise. Original posts should 
take the form of a well-organized and clearly articulated “mini-presentation.” Remember: this is an exercise in 
CRITICAL THINKING: Do not simply read through a list of questions. Present your questions: explain how they are 
relevant, why they are important, and how they relate to the topics we are discussing. You will in effect be in charge of 
helping to set the agenda for each day’s discussion. Presentation posts must be made at least 24 hours prior to class time 
(i.e., original posts for a Monday reading are due by 2:30 PM on Sunday; original posts for a Wednesday reading are due by 
2:30 PM on Tuesday). This means that you will need to complete the readings ahead of time on the days that 
you are responsible for the presentation post. A sign-up sheet for presentation posts is available on 
Blackboard. 
 

Response Posts (one per week, due by 11:59 PM on Saturday) 
In addition, each student is required to make at least one response post (1-2 minutes or 100-250 words; video, 
audio, or text, as preferred) each week, including the two weeks in which she/he is providing a presentation 
post. Response posts may be made in reference to any presentation post from a given week, but must be made 
by the end of that week (i.e., 11:59 PM on Saturday). Response posts, while shorter, are expected to be of the same quality as the 
presentation posts. Think through your response first; don’t just respond “off the cuff,” and be sure to incorporate references to 
others’ posts and to the readings. Response posts should be made on the same slide beneath the initial posts, and should respond 
specifically to the original post or to the original post plus the conversation that has already been posted/ occurred in class. 
Remember, the goal here is CRITICAL THINKING: You should never frame your response as a “general” 
reflection on the course topic. This means you need to read, watch, or listen to the posts of your colleagues 
before responding. 
 

Style and Grammar Expectations 
Your posts may be in colloquial English, but you should strive for clarity and precision in what you say. Be 
sure to organize your thoughts before recording/ writing them. All posts are expected to be clearly written/ 
recorded and to hold to normal standards of grammatical English.  

 

Grading 

Your grade for the VT (15% of your overall course grade) will be determined holistically on the basis of 1) 
both of your presentation posts and 2) all of your response posts at the end of the semester. I will also take 
into account improvement in your posts over the course of the semester. You are never required to post more 
than one response for a given week, but going back to previous slides to add additional responses or to 
continue the conversation is encouraged and will help to improve your overall grade for the project. Around 
mid-semester, you will be asked to complete a short online self-assessment regarding your work on the VT 
and will also receive a provisional midterm grade. 
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 Unacceptable 
(D/F) Acceptable (C) Good (B) Excellent (A) 

Presentation 
Posts 

Presentations are 
brief and 

superficial, or are 
not relevant to 

course topics or 
the reading 

Posts meet the stated 
length requirement 

and are relevant, but 
are undeveloped, do 
not raise pertinent 
questions or state 
reasons, do not 

engage class material, 
or simply re-state the 
topic of the reading  

Posts are organized 
and well developed 
and ask questions to 

frame the class 
material in an original 
and thoughtful way, 

including use of 
reasoning, but lack 

overall coherence or 
conceptual clarity 

Posts are conceptually 
sophisticated and engage with 

the class material through 
pertinent questions and 

reasoning; They relate issues 
and arguments from different 
parts of the course and make 
reference to earlier readings, 

themes, and discussions 

Response 
Posts 

"Good point"  
 "Dude, you suck" 

(Responses are 
rude, irrelevant, or 
no explanation or 

justification given) 

Responses are 
relevant but no 

reasons are stated 
and/or they do not add 

substantively to the 
discussion 

Responses reflect 
upon the presentation 

post/ other 
respondents with 

further observations, 
critical analysis, and 

reasoning 

Responses reflect upon the 
presentation post/ other 

respondents and extend the 
discussion in new directions; 
offer new arguments or make 

connections to earlier readings, 
themes, and discussions 

Frequency 
of Posts 

Missing both 
presentation posts 

and/or three or 
more response 

posts; majority of 
posts are late 

 

Missing one 
presentation and/or no 

more than two 
response posts; 

multiple posts are late 
 

Missing neither 
presentation post and 

no more than one 
response post; no 

posts after deadline 
 

Two presentation posts overall 
and at least one response post 

per week; all posts on time 

Quality of posts as exemplars of critical thinking: 

Mechanics 

Unclear, 
disorganized; 
written posts 
unedited for 

spelling, grammar, 
or punctuation; do 

not maintain a 
respectful, 

professional tone 

Professional tone, but 
not well organized; 
written posts edited 

for spelling and 
punctuation, all posts 

use proper English 
grammar 

Professional tone, 
organized; written 

posts carefully edited, 
but overall post is not 

tightly focused or 
carefully composed 

Well-organized and tightly 
focused around a single central 
point or argument, concise and 

clearly articulated 

Reference 
and Support 

No references or 
support for 

position is given 

Appeals to personal 
experience but not to 
ideas or arguments of 
colleagues or from the 

course texts 

Incorporates ideas 
and arguments of 
colleagues and/ or 
course texts, with 
citations where 

appropriate 

Uses references to course texts 
and posts of others to 

effectively support arguments 
and motivate or develop ideas, 

with citations where 
appropriate 

Connections 

Establishes no or 
few connections 
with other course 
topics, ideas and 

arguments 

Infrequently 
establishes 

connections with 
other course topics, 
ideas and arguments 

Regularly establishes 
connections with 

other course topics, 
ideas and arguments 

Consistently establishes 
connections with other course 
topics, ideas and arguments 

 


