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Philosophy 115-000: Introduction to Ethics  

Emory University 
Spring 2015 

   
MW 4-5:15, Bowden 118                   Office Hours: M 5:15-6:15 PM; W 1-2 PM, 
Professor Jacob Rump                            or by appointment 
jrump@emory.edu                                       Office: Bowden 314 
 
This course will offer an introduction to the philosophical study and application of ethical theories, paying 
special attention to the relationship between the individual and society. How ought we to live as individuals 
and as societies, and what sorts of principles and practices does this involve?  How should we negotiate our 
sometimes conflicting responsibilities to ourselves, others, and society as a whole?  What is the good life, 
how do we achieve it for ourselves, and can we help others to achieve it as well?  Through readings, 
discussion and writing assignments, we will attempt to come to a deeper understanding of such issues, and 
also to think philosophically about the nature of ethics itself.  In the first part of the course, we will examine 
some standard approaches to normative ethics in the Western tradition, using original texts from Aristotle, 
Aquinas, Locke, Kant, and Mill. In the second part of the course, we turn to one important response to such 
ethical systems, Simone de Beauvoir’s Ethics of Ambiguity, and then will spend the remainder of the semester 
discussing the application of these various ethical theories to a few disputed contemporary moral issues, 
topics determined by class vote. Throughout the semester, we will also have occasion to further discuss and 
apply these principles and theories to through a course VoiceThread, an online course discussion board 
where students will be required to make weekly audio or video posts. Students will also have the opportunity 
to engage a contemporary ethical issue in light of the course texts in their final papers. 
 
Texts 
(1) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (Trans. Ross; Ed. Brown; Oxford, 2009);   (2) Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics 
of Morals (Trans. Ellington; Hackett, 1993);  (3) Mill, Utilitarianism (Ed. Sher; Hackett, 1979);  (4) Beauvoir, 
The Ethics of Ambiguity (Citadel, 1976);  (5) Timmons, Disputed Moral Issues: A Reader (Third Edition, Oxford 
UP, 2014); (6) possibly other texts on contemporary ethical issues made available through reserves 
 
Assessment 
A) Attendance and active participation in discussion:                  10%  
B) Weekly VoiceThread posts                    15% 
C) Two response papers (1-2 pages each)    each 15% x 2 = 30% 
D) Comparison paper (2-3 pages)        20% 
E) Final paper (4-5 pages)                    25% 
 
Grades will be posted via Blackboard. Students will receive letter grades for each form of assessment, weighed according to the 
percentages above to reach the final course grade according to the following scale 
 
93-100 = A  83-86 = B  73-76 = C  63-66 = D 
90-92 = A-  80-82 = B-  70-72 = C-  60-62 = D- 
87-89 = B+  77-79 = C+  67-69 = D+  0-59 = F  
 
A) Class Participation and Discussion 
The class will be conducted primarily as a group discussion.  After some short remarks to introduce the 
material and to situate it in context, I will begin by posing a few general questions, or by calling on someone 
to summarize the issues and arguments he or she found most interesting in that day’s reading.  While 
questions for clarification of the text are always welcome, students are also expected to raise issues to be 
discussed, and to respond to and constructively build off of the comments of one another. Reasoned 
disagreement and rigorous debate are encouraged, but this should not be confused with resorting to ad 
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hominem attacks or refusing to legitimately listen to and consider the ideas of others. Your participation grade 
(10% of your final grade) reflects your attendance and your active and thoughtful participation in class. The 
ideal participant in class discussion will further the dialogue by offering his or her own views, with reference to the text, and 
listening to others carefully and with an open mind, in order to help the group arrive at a more nuanced and thoughtful 
understanding of the issues being discussed.  
 
B) VoiceThread 
We will also be continuing our conversations outside of class through a course VoiceThread. VoiceThread is 
a web-based discussion board (linked through Blackboard) that allows you to post typed responses or 
recorded video or audio comments and to engage with the posts of your colleagues. Postings will serve as 
another form of engagement with the texts and ideas from the course and with each other, and as a record of 
our out-of-class conversations. They also fulfill the philosophy department’s 4th credit hour Critical Thinking 
requirement. Each student will be required to record a presentation post (4-5 minutes) in video or audio format 
twice during the semester (once before and once after spring break), in accordance with the sign-up sheet 
posted on Blackboard. These posts will help to set the stage for our class discussions, and so must be posted 
at least 24 hours prior to class time (i.e., presentation posts for a Monday reading are due by 4 PM on 
Sunday; presentation posts for a Wednesday reading are due by 4 PM on Tuesday). In addition, each student 
is required to make at least one response post (1-2 minutes or 100-250 words; video, audio, or text, as 
preferred) each week, including the two weeks in which she/he is providing an original post. Additional 
details of the project, specific procedures for posting, sign-up sheet for presentation posts, grading rubric, 
etc. will be posted on Blackboard and discussed in class at the beginning of the semester. We will begin using 
the VoiceThread the week of 1/26 & 1/28. 
 
C) Response Papers*  
Students will write two one-to-two-page papers (double-spaced, one-inch margins, standard fonts), one 
during each part of the course, in response to a prompt distributed well in advance of the due date.  Papers 
will be due via SafeAssign on Blackboard. More specific instructions will be included on the 
prompt/assignment sheet. 
 
D) Comparison Paper*  
Students will write one comparison paper (two to three pages, double-spaced, one-inch margins, standard 
fonts) due about midway through the semester, in which they will be asked to compare and contrast the 
views of two different authors with regard to a specific topic announced well in advance of the due date. 
Papers will be due via SafeAssign on Blackboard. More specific instructions will be included on the 
prompt/assignment sheet. 
 
E) Final Paper*  
At the end of the semester, students will write a paper of approximately four to five pages (double-spaced, 
one-inch margins, standard fonts), using what they learned in the course to investigate and reflect upon a 
contemporary ethical issue of their choice, using selections from the Timmons reader and/or outside sources 
cleared with the instructor in advance. The topic for the final papers must be approved by the instructor by 
the due date listed on the syllabus (further instructions will be covered in class). The papers should evidence 
philosophical reflection and original thought, not mere textual summary. The final paper will be due through 
SafeAssign on Blackboard at the end of the scheduled final exam period.  

 

*For all papers, I am happy to read drafts of thesis statements, or to discuss other questions related to your 
papers during office hours or by email, but in order to encourage you to get a head-start on your papers and 
to work through multiple drafts, I will not respond to such requests initiated less than 48 hours before the paper is due. 
Throughout the semester, we will dedicate portions of class time to discussing practices and strategies for 
writing philosophy papers. These are intended both to aid in your development of good college writing skills, 
and to help solidify your grasp of the course material and the expectations for the final paper.   



 Intro to Ethics Syllabus 3 
 
 
 

A Note on Philosophical Reading and Using Texts in Class 
Your task in this course will not be “cramming” or memorization of material. Reading, thinking about, and 
discussing philosophical issues (in class, on the VoiceThread, and in papers) will be your main task, and you 
are expected to devote a significant amount of time to carefully reading the assigned material, and to come to 
class with the issues in mind and the text in hand.  The reading of philosophical texts is a skill that must be 
developed. The texts we will study are challenging, and should be read slowly and carefully, pencil in hand. It 
will benefit you both in this class and in your future studies to get in the habit of taking notes as you read, 
either in the margins, in a notebook, or on a computer. Though not all issues from the texts will come up in 
class, you are responsible for all of the assigned material for a given day and should be prepared to discuss 
any aspect of it. A large part of philosophy is the thought and reflection which the readings evoke, so leave 
yourself some time after reading to think about what you’ve read before our discussion (i.e. don’t attempt to 
finish the reading as you walk into class), and don’t be afraid to discuss these issues with friends and 
colleagues outside of class.  As we shall see, philosophy is often best approached as a dialogue. 
 
Technology Policy 
Unless prior permission is granted by me (generally only for documented disability-related reasons), use of 
laptops, tablets, cell phones, smartphones, etc. is not allowed during class time.  
 
Disability Assistance 
It is the policy of Emory University to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with 
disabilities.  If you have or think you may have a condition or disability such that the requirements of this 
course present a problem, please contact the Office of Disability Services (110 Administration building; 
404.727.6016; HTTP://www.ods.emory.edu) and make this known to your instructor in person as soon as 
possible. 
 
Plagiarism 
Presenting the ideas or words of someone else as your own—intentionally or not—constitutes plagiarism.  
Plagiarism on assignments, and cheating in any form, will result in an F on the assignment, and repeated 
offenses will result in an F in the course.  We will discuss basic citation practices in class prior to the first 
paper, but please do not hesitate to ask me if you have specific questions regarding citation or plagiarism. 
 
Writing Center 
Students are encouraged to make appointments with the Emory Writing Center (212 Callaway North) to 
assist them with the writing assignments for this course. Writing Center tutors will not write your paper for 
you, but they are there to help you at almost any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming an initial 
thesis to revising and improving a complete draft. Students can register with the Writing Center and make an 
appointment at https://emory.mywconline.com/. 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL) Tutors 
If English is not your first language, your work on assignments for this course may benefit from working 
with specially trained ESL Tutors. These tutors are undergraduates who will support the development of 
your English language skills. Like Writing Center tutors, ESL tutors will not proofread your work. Language 
is best learned through interactive dialogue, so when you come to an ESL tutoring session, be ready to 
collaborate! ESL tutors will meet with you in the ESL Lab in Callaway S108 and other designated locations, 
and they will help you at any stage of the process of developing your assignments. You may bring your work 
on a laptop or on paper. If you schedule an appointment in the ESL Lab, you may also bring your work on a 
USB stick – computers are available in the lab. Visit www.epass.emory.edu and click on "ESL Services" to 
schedule an appointment, read the appointment policies, and view the offerings of the ESL Program. If you 
do not have a scheduled appointment, you may meet with a drop-in tutor in the ESL Lab. Here, you may 
have less time with a tutor if other students are waiting, but you can briefly discuss an assignment and some 
of your concerns. For more information, visit the website or contact Dr. Levin Arnsperger, Assistant 
Director of the ESL Program and Tutoring Coordinator (larnspe@emory.edu). 
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Course Schedule 
Below you will find a provisional schedule for the semester, including daily reading assignments and paper 
due dates. The schedule may be updated at my discretion (with advance notice).  
REVISED 3/3/15, WITH CONTEMPORARY ISSUES TOPICS AS DETERMINED BY CLASS VOTE. 
 
W 1/14  Course introduction, syllabus, etc. (no reading) 
 
Part  One:  Some Standard Normative  Ethical  Theor ies 
M 1/19 MLK DAY: NO CLASS 
W 1/21  Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk. I 
M 1/26 NO CLASS (read Timmons Primer part 1 (pp. 1-6); 2.E (pp. 25-26) 
W 1/28 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk. II–Bk. III §5 (+ skim rest of Bk. III and Bk. IV) 
M 2/2   Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk. V 
W 2/4  Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk. VI-Bk. VII §10 
M 2/9  Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk. VII §11-14; Bk. X  
W 2/11 Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals  Preface and section 1; Timmons Primer 2.C (pp. 15-20)  
F 2/13  Response paper #1 due on BB by 11:59PM 
M 2/16 Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals  section 2 (to middle of p. 36) 
W 2/18 Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals  section 2 (pp. 36-48)  
M 2/23 Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals  section 3 
W 2/25 Mill, Utilitarianism (Ch. I-III)     
M 3/2  Mill, Utilitarianism (Ch. IV-V); Timmons Primer 2.A (pp. 6-11)   
W 3/4  Timmons reader: Aquinas (pp. 43-47), Locke (pp. 55-58); Primer 2.B (pp. 11-15) and 2.D (pp. 20-25) 
F 3/6  Comparison paper due on BB by 11:59PM (finish early if you’re heading off for spring break!) 
3/9- 3/13  SPRING BREAK   
 
Part Two: Quest ioning and Applying Ethical  Theor ies 
M 3/16 de Beauvoir, Ethics of Ambiguity, Part I (also start Part II if you have time)    
W 3/18 de Beauvoir, Ethics of Ambiguity, Part II 
M 3/23 de Beauvoir, Ethics of Ambiguity, Part III, §1-2 
W 3/25 de Beauvoir, Ethics of Ambiguity Part III, §3-4  
M 3/30 de Beauvoir, Ethics of Ambiguity Part III, §5 and Conclusion  
 
All remaining selections from the Timmons reader (topics determined by class vote) 

Drugs  and Addic t ion  
W 4/1  Intro to Ch. 5: Drugs and Addiction (188-193) 
  Boaz, “Drug-Free America or Free America? (194-199)  
F 4/3  Response paper #2 due on BB by 11:59PM     
M 4/6  Marneffe, “Decriminalize, Don’t Legalize” (200-209) 
W 4/8  Goodin, “Permissible Paternalism: Saving Smokers from Themselves” (210-215) 
 

 B. The Death Penal ty  
M 4/13 Intro to Ch. 12: The Death Penalty (535-540) 
  Nathanson, “An Eye for an Eye?” (541-546)       
W 4/15 van den Haag, “A Defense of the Death Penalty” (547-551) 
  Reimann, “Civilization, Safety, and Deterrence” (552-554)    
 
 C. Abort ion  
M 4/20 Intro to Ch. 10: Abortion (423-430) 
  Marquis, “Why Abortion Is Immoral” (468-472)   
W 4/22 Thompson, “A Defense of Abortion” (438-446)   
F 4/24   Final paper proposals due on BB by 11:59PM 
M 4/27 Hursthouse, “Virtue Theory and Abortion” (458-467) 
M 5/4  Final papers due via SafeAssign on BB by 11:59PM  


