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Prompt for Final Paper  
 

4-5 pages, double-spaced, 11 to 12 point font, 1-inch margins 
 

Paper proposal (see below) due by email by 11:59PM on Friday, 4/24. 
Paper due as a Word document (.doc or .docx) via SafeAssign on Blackboard by 11:59 PM on Monday, 5/4.  

This is an absolute deadline. No extensions will be granted for the final paper. 
 
For your final paper, your task is to use what you have learned in the course to investigate and reflect 
upon a contemporary ethical issue of your choice from the Timmons reader. Your paper should 
approach the chosen topic in a way that appeals to elements of one or more of the ethical 
theories discussed in class (virtue ethics, deontology, utilitarianism) or covered in the first 
chapter of the Timmons reader, but should take the form of an original essay expressing your 
own views on the topic. For example: you might choose to write a paper taking an original ethical 
position on debates about affirmative action, using the introductory material and some of the essays 
from Timmons chapter 6 and using a broadly utilitarian/ consequentialist approach. Unlike the last 
paper, however, you should not think of your task here as simply “applying” a given theory to a given 
ethical issue. So, for example, you should not write an essay about “what Mill would say about affirmative 
action.”  I want to know what you think, and I want you to use the ethical theories we’ve talked about in 
support of your own claims.  You may focus on the same ethical issue as in your last short response paper, 
but you may not “recycle” material from that essay for this one. 
 

Proposal 
A short email A) naming your topic, B) listing the sources you will use, and C) providing a one-paragraph 
description of your basic approach and provisional thesis should be sent to me (jrump@emory.edu) no 
later than the end of the day on Friday, April 24th (but feel free to send the email at any time prior to 
then). Please do not attach a document; just include the information in the body of the email. I will email 
you within 24 hours if there are any problems with your proposed topic or sources.  If you do not hear 
from me within this time frame this means your topic is approved. 
 

Expectations, sources, etc. 
Though this will vary somewhat depending on your topic, I would expect most papers to be informed by 
the introductory material in the relevant chapter from Timmons, at least one topical essay from that 
chapter, and one ethical theory (either from the reader or from our other course texts). Remember, 
however, that your essay should consist primarily of arguments in support of your own views, and not of extensive exegesis 
or response to other texts. I expect your essay to show genuine reflection on the topic, to say something original, 
and to offer arguments and reasoning in support of your claims. As with previous essays, this paper will 
demand concise and precise analytical writing approached through multiple drafts. Since the philosophical 
content to be discussed in this essay is expected to be original, and since the expected length for the paper is 
greater than for previous assignments, it will be a good idea to get started on this right away. As with previous 
papers, doing well on this one will require careful proofreading, attention to detail, and multiple drafts and revisions.  
 
For this paper, an ideal thesis will include a clear statement of the issue to be investigated and the claim you 
will defend with regard to that issue, as well as some indication of the line of reasoning that will be used to 
back up that claim and the order in which your ideas will be presented. However, since these are original 
philosophical essays and not responses to the work of others, this time you have a bit more leeway in terms 
of the specific content and organization of your essay. 



Formatting, etc. 
Information on how to format your paper, some tips to help you with writing a philosophy paper, and 
information on how the papers will be graded is available in the document entitled “Philosophy Papers: 
Instructions, Tips, and Grading Rubric,” available on Blackboard.  If you have questions about any aspect of 
writing your paper, you should check there first. Please also refer to the comments from your previous papers 
for additional things to think about as you work on this paper. 
 
As stated on the syllabus, I am happy to read drafts of thesis statements, or to discuss other questions related 
to your papers during office hours or by email, but in order to encourage you to get a head-start on your 
papers and to work through multiple drafts, I will not respond to such requests initiated less than 48 hours before the 
paper is due. 


