
PHIL 100- 005, Spring 2010
Intro to Philosophy: Self, World, and Knowledge
Instructor: Jacob Rump    Office Hours: M&W, 11:45- 1PM
Woodruff Library 974, MWF 10:40- 11:30AM Bowden Hall 313 

 This class will introduce the study of philosophy through an examination of three related topics that have remained at the 

center of western thought for more than two millennia: the nature of the self, the world in which we live, and the character of 

our knowledge.  Through daily readings and discussion, we will approach these concepts as they appear in short representative 

works from ancient  Greece,  the Middle  Ages,  the Renaissance,  the early  modern period,  the Enlightenment,  and the 20th 

century. What can I know about myself in relation to the world in which I live?  Is there a limit to human knowledge?  How do 

my ideas represent the world,  and what is  the character of that which they represent? Is  absolute  certainty  in knowledge 

possible?   Such questions  are  not  easily  answered,  but  their  pursuit  is  its  own reward.   Such pursuit  lies  at  the heart  of 

philosophical inquiry, and is our task in this course.

Texts

The following required books are available in the bookstore:
-Plato, Five Dialogues.  Trans. G.M.A. Grube.  Hackett Publishing, 2002. 

-Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy. Trans, Victor Watts. Revised Edition. Penguin Classics, 1999. 

-René Descartes, Meditations and other Metaphysical Writings.  Trans. Desmond Clarke. Penguin Classics, 1999.

-Bertrand Russell. The Problems of Philosophy. Introduction by John Perry.  Oxford UP, 1997. 

-Jean-Paul Sartre. Nausea. Trans. Lloyd Alexander.  New Directions, 2007.

These texts will be made available on e-reserves, through the library website:
-The presocratics, selected fragments and testimonia: Thales, Heraclitus, Parmenides, the Atomists; from Curd and Wheelwright anthologies (2 

files on e-reserve)

-Thomas Aquinas, selections (“the Ladder of Being”)

-Pico della Mirandola, Oration on the Dignity of Man

-Immanuel Kant, “An Answer to the Question, ‘What is Enlightenment?’”

-Friedrich Nietzsche, On Truth and Lying in a Non-moral Sense

-Edmund Husserl, “Phenomenology”  (the Encyclopedia Britannica article, draft D)

-Michel Foucault, preface to The Order of Things

Philosophical Reading and Using Texts in Class

There are no quizzes or exams for this course, and your task in the course will not be “cramming” or memorization of material. 

Reading, thinking about, and discussing philosophical issues (both in class and  in your papers) will be your sole task, and you 

are expected to devote a significant amount of time to carefully reading the assigned material, and to come to class with the 

issues in mind and the text in hand.  The reading of philosophical texts is a skill that must be developed. The texts we will study 

are challenging, and should be read slowly and carefully, pencil in hand.  It will benefit you both in this class and in your future 

studies to get in the habit of taking notes as you read, either in the margins, in a notebook, or on a computer. Though not all 

issues from the texts will come up in class, you are responsible for all of the assigned material for a given day and should be 

prepared to discuss any aspect of it.  Always remember that these are primary texts in philosophy, not textbooks: the main goal 

of this  course (and of philosophical  work in general)  is  thinking about the issues,  not  memorizing and regurgitating course 

material.  A large part of philosophy is the thought and reflection which the readings evoke, so leave yourself some time after 

reading to think about what you’ve read before our discussion (i.e. don’t attempt to finish the reading as you walk into class), 

and don’t be afraid to discuss these issues with friends and colleagues outside of class.  As we shall see, philosophy is often best 

approached as a dialogue.

Class Participation and Discussion

The class will be conducted primarily as a group discussion.  After some short remarks to introduce the material and to situate it  

in context, I will begin by posing a few general questions, or by calling on someone to summarize the issues and arguments he 

or she found most interesting in that day’s reading.  While questions for clarification of the text are always welcome, students 

are also expected to raise issues to be discussed, and to respond to and constructively build off of the comments of one another.  

Reasoned disagreement and rigorous debate are encouraged, but resorting to ad hominem attacks, refusing to legitimately listen to 



and consider the ideas of others, and other generally rude and improper behavior will not be tolerated.  Your participation grade 

(30% of your final grade) reflects your active and thoughtful participation in class.  Showing off, blurting out the first thing that 

comes to mind, and interrupting others will harm, not help, your grade.  The ideal participant in class discussion will further the 

dialogue by offering his or her own views, with reference to the text, and listening to others carefully and with an open mind, in 

order to help the group to arrive at a more nuanced and thoughtful understanding of the issues being discussed. Arriving at class 

with your final opinions already fixed, and refusing to consider the ideas of others, will  be a detriment both to your own 

intellectual development and to that of your colleagues.

Quizzes

As noted above, our goal will be active and engaged discussion of the texts at every class meeting.  If I suspect that this goal is 

not being met because students are failing to complete the reading assignments, not reading the assigned material closely, or 

failing to attend or participate in class, I reserve the right to give “reading quizzes” without prior notice.  These will be factored 

into your final participation grade, and no make-ups will be allowed: if you are absent without excuse the day of a reading quiz (and 

excused absences are at my discretion), you will receive a zero for that quiz.

Papers

You will write two short papers of approximately 5 pages during the semester, using the texts discussed in class and responding 

to one of a number of possible prompts. These papers should evidence philosophical  reflection and  original thought, not mere 

textual summary.  Due dates for each paper are noted on the class schedule below.  Late papers may be accepted, with penalty, 

at my discretion.  Two weeks before each paper is due, we will dedicate one class period to a paper writing workshop, intended 

both to aid in your development of good college writing skills, and to help solidify your grasp of the course material upon which 

the writing prompts will be based.  For each of these papers, you are permitted (but not required) to submit one rewrite.  The 

rewrites are due in hard copy, with the original graded paper attached, one week after the original paper is returned to you. 

Your rewrite grade will be determined based on the initial grade and the improvements made to the paper, and will replace the 

initial paper grade.  I am happy to read drafts of thesis statements, or to discuss other questions related to your papers during 

office hours or by email, but I will not respond to such requests sent less than 24 hours before the paper is due.  A final paper (6-8pp) will be 

due as an email attachment by 11:30 AM on Monday, May 3rd.  There will be no rewrites of the final paper.

Assessment

completion of reading assignments, quizzes (if necessary), attendance, and active participation in discussion: 30% 

2 short papers (5pp): 20%  each

final paper (6-8pp): 30%

Disability Assistance

It is the policy of Emory University to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  If you have or 

think you may have a condition or disability such that the requirements of this course present a problem, please contact the 

Office of Disability Services (110 Administration building; 404.727.6016; http://www.ods.emory.edu) and make this known to 

your instructor in person as soon as possible.

Course Schedule

On the next page you will find the schedule for the course, including daily reading assignments and paper due dates.  The 

schedule lists what I consider to be the most important topics for discussion from each of the texts (excluding Nausea).  These 

topics are intended to help guide your reading and reflection prior to class, but our discussion will not necessarily be limited to 

them. The schedule also lists two mandatory writing workshop days, before which you are expected to take some time to review 

the indicated material, especially those texts upon which you may wish to base your upcoming paper.  Toward the end of the 

semester, we will be reading a philosophical novel, Jean-Paul Sartre’s  Nausea.  Specific topics for discussion are not listed for 

these days, as Sartre’s text is not written in neatly delineated, topically arranged sections.  As we read the novel, our goal will be 

an ongoing conversation addressing themes and events in the book in relation to the major philosophical issues we have been 

studying throughout the semester. The schedule may be updated at any point during the semester in order to best address the 

interests, needs, strengths and weaknesses of the class. 



Date Topic Assigned Reading/ Assignment Due

W, 1/13 course introduction, syllabus, etc. (none)

F, 1/15 the first philosophers: presocratic thought selections from Curd and Wheelwright anthologies

M, 1/18 NO CLASS: MLK, JR. DAY (begin reading Plato, Apology)

W, 1/20 Socrates and Plato Plato, Apology 17a- 42a (complete)

F, 1/22 virtue, knowledge, and recollection Plato, Meno  70a- 86c

M, 1/25 Can virtue be taught? Socratic elenchus Plato, Meno  86b- 100b

W, 1/27 the nature of the soul Plato, Phaedo 57a- 78a

F, 1/29 the soul and the body Plato, Phaedo 77e- 95a

M, 2/1 the theory of Forms Plato, Phaedo 95a- 118a

W, 2/3 the philosopher in the Middle Ages Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy bk. 1

F, 2/5 fortune and reason Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy bk. 2

M, 2/8 happiness, God, and the Good Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy bk. 3

W, 2/10 the problem of evil Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy bk. 4

F, 2/12 free choice and divine providence Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy bk. 5

M, 2/15 the ladder of being Aquinas, selected passages on life, beings, and the soul

W, 2/17 our place in the world: Renaissance Humanism Pico, Oration on the Dignity of Man (complete)

F, 2/19 writing workshop (review material thus far) GET PAPER 1 TOPICS

M, 2/22 the method of doubt, the evil demon, and the cogito Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy 1 & 2

W, 2/24 the existence of God Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy 3 

F, 2/26 truth and falsity, material existence, God revisited Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy 4 & 5

M, 3/1 mind/body dualism, criticisms of Descartes Descartes, Meditations 6 and skim objections & replies

W, 3/3 the Enlightenment conception of knowledge Kant, “…What is Enlightenment?” (complete)

F, 3/5 from the presocratics to the Enlightenment (review material thus far) PAPER 1 DUE 

M,W,F, 3/8- 3/12 NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK    (begin reading Nietzsche text)

M, 3/15 The Enlightenment project in question Nietzsche, “On Truth and Lying…” (complete)

W, 3/17 language and concepts Nietzsche, “On Truth and Lying…” (read whole text again!)

F, 3/19 matter and reality Russell, The Problems of Philosophy, ch. 1-3

M, 3/22 idealism; knowledge by acquaintance and description Russell, The Problems of Philosophy, ch. 4-5

W, 3/24 general principles and the problem of induction Russell, The Problems of Philosophy, ch. 6-7

F, 3/26 writing workshop (review Descartes- Russell material) GET PAPER 2 TOPICS

M, 3/29 universals and a priori knowledge Russell, The Problems of Philosophy, ch. 8-10

W, 3/31 characterizing knowledge Russell, The Problems of Philosophy, ch. 11-13

F, 4/2 knowledge and philosophy Russell, The Problems of Philosophy, ch. 14-15

M, 4/5 What is phenomenology? Husserl, select passages from “Phenomenology” 

W, 4/7 transcendental phenomenology Husserl, select passages from “Phenomenology” 

F, 4/9 general: self, knowledge, and the modern world Sartre, Nausea, tba  PAPER 2 DUE 

M, 4/12 general: self, knowledge, and the modern world Sartre, Nausea, tba

W, 4/14 general: self, knowledge, and the modern world Sartre, Nausea, tba

F, 4/16 general: self, knowledge, and the modern world Sartre, Nausea, tba

M, 4/19 general: self, knowledge, and the modern world Sartre, Nausea, tba DISCUSS FINAL PAPER TOPICS

W, 4/21 self, world, and knowledge in existentialist thought Sartre, Nausea, tba

F, 4/23 the post-structuralist critique of knowledge Foucault, select passages from the preface to The Order of Things

M, 4/26 course wrap-up (review Husserl- Foucault/ all)

4/29- 5/5 EXAM WEEK: FINAL PAPER DUE AS AN EMAIL ATTACHMENT BY  11:30AM ON MONDAY, 5/3


