
PHIL 120- 000, fall 2011                                 jrump@emory.edu
Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy                    Office Hours: M 11:30AM- 1:30PM
Instructor: Jacob Rump                         (or by appointment)
Callaway Center S101, MWF 8:30- 9:20AM                         Bowden Hall 313 

This course will survey some major texts in western social and political thought, with a focus on the relationship between 

society and the individual.  We begin by reading in its entirety a fundamental text in this tradition: Plato's Republic.  We will then 

turn to two other classic political thinkers, Machiavelli and Rousseau.  Later in the semester, we will examine conceptions of the 

relationship between the individual and the state in modern industrial society, taking our cue from the writings of Marx and Mill. 

Finally, toward the end of the semester, we will investigate the role and function of the individual in modern democratic society, 

beginning with Thoreau and Whitman, and then turning to the Dewey- Lippmann debate.  While it is impossible to cover the 

great  breadth  and depth  of  social  and political  philosophy  in  the  Western  tradition in  a  single  course,  our  readings  and 

discussions will provide you with a good basic knowledge of this area of philosophy, and will help lay a strong foundation for 

further study in this and other areas of the discipline.

Texts

The following required books are available in the bookstore, and should also be available at many used bookstores in the area 

and online:

-Plato. Republic.  (ISBN: 9780199535767)

     -Machiavelli. The Prince . (ISBN: 9780486272740)

      -Rousseau. Discourse on Political Economy and The Social Contract . (ISBN: 9780199538966)

       -Mill, J.S.. On Liberty . (ISBN: 9780915144433)

All other readings will be made available on e-reserves, or are freely available on the internet and in the public domain.

Philosophical reading and using texts in class

There are no quizzes or exams for this course, and your task in the course will not be “cramming” or memorization of material. 

Reading, thinking about, and discussing philosophical issues (in class during discussion and in written responses, and out of 

class with me during office hours, with your fellow students, and in your papers) will be your principal task in this course, and 

you are expected to devote a significant amount of time to carefully reading the assigned material, and to come to class with the 

issues in mind and the text in hand.  The reading of philosophical texts is a skill that must be developed. The texts we will study 

are challenging, and should be read slowly and carefully, pencil in hand.  It will benefit you both in this class and in your future 

studies to get in the habit of taking notes as you read, either in the margins, in a notebook, or on a computer. Though not all 

issues raised in the texts can be covered in class, you are responsible for all of the assigned reading for a given day and should be 

prepared to discuss any aspect of it.  It is important to keep in mind that these are primary texts in philosophy, not textbooks: the 

main goal of this course (and of philosophical work in general) is understanding and thinking about the issues, not memorizing and 

regurgitating course material.  Philosophy involves careful thought and reflection, which should take place not only while you 

read the assigned texts, but also afterward, in considering and evaluating what you've read, so leave yourself some time to reflect 

on the readings before our class discussion (i.e. don’t attempt to finish the reading as you walk into class), and don’t be afraid to 

engage in discussion of the issues outside of class.  As we shall see, philosophy is often best approached as an ongoing discussion.

Class participation and discussion

The class will be conducted primarily as a group discussion.  After turning in your written responses (see below), I will give 

some opening remarks introducing the material and highlighting a few important themes, and will start the discussion by posing 

a few general questions, or by calling on someone to summarize the issues and arguments he or she found most interesting in 



that day’s reading.  While questions for clarification of the text are always welcome, students are also expected to take their own 

positions on the issues under discussion, and to respond to and constructively build upon the comments of their classmates. 

Reasoned disagreement and rigorous debate are encouraged, but resorting to ad hominem attacks, refusing to consider the ideas of 

others, and other generally rude and improper behavior will not be tolerated.  Your participation grade (10% of your final 

grade) reflects your active and thoughtful participation in the class, including your regular completion of the reading assignments, 

as evidenced in your comments and written responses.  Attempting to dominate the discussion and interrupting others will 

harm—not help—your grade.  The ideal participant in class discussion will further the dialogue by offering his or her own 

views, with reference to the text, and listening to others carefully and with an open mind, in order to help the group to arrive at 

a more nuanced and thoughtful understanding of the issues being discussed. Arriving at class with your final opinions already 

fixed, and refusing to consider the ideas of others, will be a detriment both to your own intellectual development and to that of 

your colleagues.

Attendance

Attendance at every class meeting is essential to your success in this course, and accounts for 10% of your final grade.  You 

cannot participate in class if you are not present.  There is no number of “allowed” absences.  Each unexcused absence will 

result in a 2/3 letter grade deduction from your attendance grade (e.g., 1 unexcused absence = B+; 2 unexcused absences = B-; 

3 unexcused absences = C; etc.), and will also count against your overall grade for the written responses (see below), since you 

cannot submit a written response if you do not come to class.  Absences will be excused only in exceptional circumstances, and 

at my discretion.  If you absolutely must miss class because of illness, personal or family situations, etc., it is common courtesy to 

discuss this with the instructor in person or by email as early as possible.   Needing to study, write a paper, take a test, etc., for 

another course is never a valid excuse for missing this course.

In-class written responses

During the first five minutes of each class, students will hand-write short responses to a question posed by the instructor, 

regarding some aspect  of  that  day's  assigned reading.  The  question will  often  be  simply  “what  did  you  find particularly 

interesting or important in the days readings?” but I will also at times give you more specific themes to respond to.  Your 

responses need not be more than a few sentences, but should not be simply a list of everything you can remember from the 

reading; the purpose of the written responses is to help you to collect and focus your thoughts on the theme to be discussed (a 

difficult task so early in the morning!), and to allow the instructor to gauge your completion and comprehension of the assigned 

readings as the course progresses.  These responses will be handed in punctually after the first five minutes of class time (i.e., at 

8:35AM) and those arriving after that time will not have the opportunity to hand in responses.  After the responses are turned in, we will 

begin the day's discussion, as outlined above.  The individual responses will not be be given letter grades, but will be checked by 

the instructor and kept for use at the end of the semester in determining a grade  (15% of your final grade) reflecting the 

evidence of your regular completion of the reading assignments, thoughtful consideration of the course material and quality of 

and improvement in philosophical thinking. You will receive a single letter grade for your responses as a whole.  The written 

responses will  also be used as a record of class attendance, but this element will be reflected in your attendance grade (see 

above).  Students are welcome to inquire with the instructor at any time as to how they are doing with regard to their written 

responses. 

Papers

Students will  write  two short papers of approximately 5 pages during the semester,  using the texts discussed in class and 

responding to one of a number of possible prompts  (each 20% of your final grade). The papers should evidence critical 

philosophical reflection and original thought, not mere textual summary.  Due dates for each paper are noted on the class schedule 

below, and all papers are due as an email attachment (.doc file) by midnight on the due date.  No extensions or make-ups will be  

granted except in the case of extreme extenuating circumstances (to be determined in consultation with the instructor and 

whenever possible  before the paper prompts are distributed).  For each of the first two papers,  you are permitted (but not 

required) to submit one significantly rewritten version.  The rewrites are due in hard copy, with the original graded essay printed 

out and attached, one week after the original is returned to you.  Your rewrite grade will be determined based on the initial grade 



and the improvements made to the essay, and will replace the initial grade.  I am always happy to discuss general issues from the 

course during office hours or by email, but in order to encourage you to begin thinking and writing as soon as possible, I will not  

consult with you regarding the substantive content of your papers during the final 24 hours before they are due.  Technical questions regarding 

citation style,  appropriate  form of  the  essays,  etc.,  will  be discussed in  class  prior  to the handing  out  of  the  first  paper 

assignment, and additional questions of this nature can always be posed during office hours or by email.  A final paper of 

approximately 7 pages (25% of your final grade), following the same basic format, will be due as an email attachment by 3PM 

on Wednesday, December 14th.  There will be no rewrites of  the final paper.

Assessment Overview

completion of reading assignments and active participation in discussion: 10% 

attendance: 10%

in-class written responses: 15%

2 papers written during the semester (5pp): 20% each

final paper (7pp): 25%

Disability assistance

It is the policy of Emory University to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  If you have or 

think you may have a condition or disability such that the requirements of this course could present a problem, please contact 

the Office of Disability Services (110 Administration building; 404.727.6016; << http://www.ods.emory.edu >>) and make 

this known to me in person as soon as possible.

Plagiarism

Presenting the ideas or words of someone else as your own—intentionally or not—constitutes plagiarism. Emory University has 

a strict anti-plagiarism policy, which will be strictly followed in this course.  Plagiarism on written assignments, and cheating in 

any form, will result in an F on the assignment, and repeated offenses will result in an F in the course.  We will discuss basic 

citation practices in class prior to the first paper.  Further information about plagiarism and correct citation styles can be found 

on the Woodruff Library website at: << http://guides.main.library.emory.edu/content.php?pid=16100&sid=108211 >>.



Course Schedule:
Date Assigned Reading/ Discussion Topic Papers
W, 8/24 course introduction, distribution of syllabus, Syllabus Q&A

F, 8/26 Plato, Republic, 327a- 342e (pp. 3- 25)

M, 8/29 Plato, Republic, 343a- 354c (pp. 25- 43)

W, 8/31 Plato, Republic, 357a- 376c (pp. 44- 69)

F,  9/2 Plato, Republic, 376d- 400c (pp. 70- 98)

M, 9/5 LABOR DAY: NO CLASS

W, 9/7 Plato, Republic, 400d- 412b (pp. 98- 114)

F, 9/9 Plato, Republic, 412b- 427c (pp. 115- 132)

M, 9/12 Plato, Republic, 427d- 445e (pp. 133- 158)

W, 9/14 Plato, Republic, 449a- 471c (pp. 159- 189)

F, 9/16 Plato, Republic, 471c- 487a (pp. 190- 207)

M, 9/19 Plato, Republic, 487b- 502c (pp. 207- 226)

W, 9/21 Plato, Republic, 502c- 521b (pp. 227- 249)

F, 9/23 Plato, Republic, 521c- 541b (pp. 250- 276)

M, 9/26 Plato, Republic, 543a- 562a (pp. 277- 302)

W, 9/28 Plato, Republic, 526a- 576a (pp. 302- 319)

F, 9/30 Plato, Republic, 576b- 592b (pp. 320- 343) topics distributed for paper #1

M, 10/03 Plato, Republic, 595a- 608b (pp. 344- 362)

W, 10/05 Plato, Republic, 608c- 621d (pp. 363- 379)

F, 10/07 Republic wrap-up; in-class workshop on paper writing and citation style 

M, 10/10 NO CLASS: FALL BREAK  

W, 10/12 Machiavelli, The Prince, intro- ch. VIII (pp. vii- 24)

F, 10/14 Machiavelli, The Prince, ch. VIII- XVIII (pp. 24- 47)

M, 10/17 Machiavelli, The Prince, ch. XIX- XXVI (pp. 47- 71) paper #1 due (by email) by midnight

W, 10/19 Rousseau, The Social Contract, book 1, complete (pp. 45- 62)

F, 10/21 Rousseau, The Social Contract, book 2, complete (pp. 63- 90)

M, 10/24 Rousseau, The Social Contract, book 3, I- X (pp. 91- 120)

W, 10/26 Rousseau, The Social Contract, book 3, XI- book 4, III (pp. 121- 141) 

F, 10/28 Rousseau, The Social Contract, book 4, V- IX (pp. 151- 168)

M, 10/31 Marx, Preface to A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy; Marx and Engels, Communist Manifesto, ch. 1

W, 11/2 Marx, selections from The German Ideology

F, 11/4 Marx, “Alienated Labor” topics distributed for paper #2

M, 11/7 Marx, “Private Property and Communism”

W, 11/9 Mill, On Liberty, ch. 1 and 2 (to p. 33)

F, 11/11 Mill, On Liberty, rest of ch. 2 (pp. 33- 52)

M, 11/14 Mill, On Liberty, ch. 3 (pp. 53- 71)

W, 11/16 Mill, On Liberty, ch. 4 (pp. 73- 91)

F, 11/18 Mill, On Liberty, ch. 5 (pp. 93- 113)

M, 11/21 Thoreau, “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience” paper #2 due (by email) by midnight

W, 11/23 Thoreau, “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience” (continued discussion) 

F, 11/25 NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING RECESS

M, 11/28 Whitman, selections from Democratic Vistas

W, 11/30 Lippmann, selections from Public Opinion

F, 12/2 Dewey, “Review of Public Opinion” prompts distributed for final paper

M, 12/5 course wrap-up/ general discussion

12/7- 12/17 EXAM WEEK final papers due (by email) by 3PM on 12/ 14


