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Write a paper of about five pages (~1500 words) responding to one of the following prompts.  Be sure to cite passages 
from the text to support your position, and to present a unified, coherent, and well-structured argument that shows your 
own philosophical thinking, and does not merely summarize the readings or our class discussion.  You may use any basic 
formatting style you like (Chicago, MLA, etc.) but use it consistently, and please cite passages from the assigned editions 
of the text.  For citations from the online Marx readings, the title of the selection is sufficient (e.g.: (Marx, “Estranged 
Labor”)).  You need not use any additional sources, but if you do—even if only in planning your essay or as background 
reading—be sure to provide all bibliographical information at the end of your paper.  Please take the time to reread the 
plagiarism policy as stated on the syllabus, and do consult with me if  you have any concerns about proper citation 
practices, use of outside sources, etc.  As with your last papers, I am happy to look at drafts of thesis statements or 
outlines, or to discuss paper ideas with you during office hours or via email, but, as was stated on the syllabus, I will not  
consult with you regarding the substantive content of your papers during the final 24 hours before they are due.  It is in your best interest 
to get started on the papers as early as possible, so as to have time for thoughtful work, careful revisions, and editing.

Prompts:

A) Discuss the views of human nature exhibited in two of the three authors we read in this unit.  How do the authors 
view human nature, and how are their views related to what they have to say about government and/or society? 
Which position do you find more convincing, and why? Be sure to give clear reasons in support of your choice, 
and cite passages to support your reading of the texts.

B) Each of the authors we read in this unit sees the task of social/political thought in a different way, and each of 
their approaches is quite different from the highly theoretical, utopian one in Plato's  Republic.  Focusing on  one 
philosopher from this unit, characterize the approach employed and the primary concerns motivating that approach: 
Is the approach practical, theoretical, motivational, etc.? For what purpose do you think the work was written? 
How does the author conceive of the role of his philosophical ideas in relation to politics and/or society?  Finally, 
how do you think this approach affects the sort of social or political arrangement favored by the author?  Be sure 
your paper reflects a thorough understanding of the author considered, and cite the text to support your views.

C) In your view, which of the authors from this unit has the most to say about a contemporary political issue of 
importance to you (in the US, another country, or globally)?  Pick a particular issue for which the ideas of one of 
our authors is relevant, and, after  very briefly describing the issue, explain how you understand their position and 
ideas with regard to to it.  Be sure your paper remains firmly rooted in the text, and that the paper is focused primarily  
on the philosopher (only one) being discussed, and not on a description of the contemporary issue or your own views on it.  Regardless 
of whether you agree with the philosopher you discuss, your paper should be concerned with presenting the views 
of that philosopher in the clearest and and most convincing manner possible, using the texts to back up your 
interpretation.  You may (but need not) briefly state your own views in relation to the philosopher chosen in the 
conclusion, but the body of your paper should remain exegetical in nature.

D) Each of the philosophers we read in this unit assigns an important role to history in their accounts of society 
and the state. Using at least two of the three authors, write an essay explaining the importance of history in social and 
political thought.  While you should feel free to come up with your own creative thesis in answering the prompt, 
be  sure  your  paper  incorporates  the  views  of  at  least  two  of  the  philosophers from this  unit,  showing  a  strong 
understanding of the texts and supporting your claims with citations and discussions of their views.  Be sure your 
paper is primarily philosophical, and not historical in its focus, i.e., that it makes a philosophical argument about  
history based on the texts, and not simply an argument based on historical examples.


