
Phil 120: Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy                 2 December 2011
Instructor: Jacob Rump                 jrump@emory.edu

      

Final Paper: Earlier Texts + Mill, Thoreau, Whitman, Lippmann, Dewey

Due as an email attachment by 3PM on Wednesday, 12/14

Write a paper of  about seven pages (1800-2000 words) using one of the following prompts.  Be sure to cite passages from the 
text(s) to support your position, and to present a unified and coherent argument that shows your own philosophical thinking, and 
does not merely summarize the readings or our class discussion.  You may use any style sheet you like (Chicago, MLA, etc.) but use it  
consistently. Page number citations to the assigned texts are expected.  For Thoreau, please cite the appropriate section (I, II, or III) 
and paragraph number from the online text; for Whitman, cite the page numbers of the PDF version I sent you; for Dewey, cite the 
volume page numbers included in the electronic text.  I am happy to look at drafts of thesis statements, outlines, etc., or to discuss 
paper ideas with you during office hours or via email, but I will not respond to such requests initiated less than 48 hours before the paper is due.  If 
you wish to meet with me in person to discuss your paper idea, please email me to schedule an appointment as soon as possible.  It is 
in your best interest to start early and to take the time to write a well-structured, clearly articulated, and well-thought-out paper.  The 
final paper counts for 25% of your final grade.  There will be no rewrites of the final paper. 

*For all final paper topics, you MUST use at least one of the texts from the last section of the course (Mill, Thoreau, Whitman, 
Lippmann, or Dewey).  You may use these texts in combination with any texts from earlier in the semester, to develop a paper that 
addresses one of the following general themes:

A) The Individual in Society:  How have the philosophers we have read this semester helped you to think about the 
role of the individual in relation to society?  What are the responsibilities, privileges, rights, and just limitations of the 
individual vis-a-vis her society?  What can a society justly expect of its citizens, and what not?  Is there one account of 
this  relation you find more convincing than others?  For what  reasons?  Present a close reading of the role of the 
individual in this sense in at least two and no more than three of the texts we read this semester (including at east one 
from the final unit), focusing on whatever aspect of the relation you find most interesting or important.  Give your own 
position, and present reasoned arguments to support it that show careful attention to the texts and a clear awareness of 
your position's relation to the ideas of the figures you discuss.

B) The Nature of Society/ Politics/ Government: How have the philosophers we have read this semester helped you 
to  think  about  the  nature  of  society  or  politics?   What,  in  general,  is  the  role  or  purpose  of  society,  politics,  or 
government, and how should we define that concept?  Is there one account of it from our readings that you find more 
convincing than others?  For what reasons?  Present a detailed and thoughtful reading of the nature of society, politics, 
or government as presented in at least two and no more than three of the texts we read this semester (including at least 
one from the final unit), focusing on whatever aspect of this theme you find most interesting or important.  Be sure your 
claims are firmly rooted in the text, and present well-reasoned arguments to support your claims.

C) Education/ Morality: Why do the philosophers we read this semester spend so much time discussing education and 
morality, when the announced topic of their works (and of our course) is the theory of society and politics?  What do 
they think is so important about these concepts in relation to society and politics?  Using the ideas of at least two authors 
we read this semester (including at least one from the final unit, and one NOT from the final unit),  write an essay discussing 
the role of education or morality,  or both, in society and politics.  You may use the authors' ideas to define and defend 
your own position, or simply compare and contrast their views and present your reasons for preferring one position to 
the others.  In either case, be sure your paper evidences a strong understanding of the texts you’ve chosen, and that you 
present careful and detailed analyses and arguments, avoiding oversimplification and hasty conclusions.

D) Another Topic of particular interest to you, cleared with me in advance.  Feel free to come up with your own topic 
for the final paper, one which will allow you to adequately demonstrate your understanding and engagement with the course texts, and to  
present a well-reasoned and clear argument or analysis within the limits of a seven-page paper.  You MUST send a one-paragraph email 
for instructor approval, describing the general topic/idea, the texts to be used, and a preliminary version of your thesis, 
no later than midnight on Monday, 12/5.  I will check the topic to be sure it is appropriate and manageable for a paper of this 
size, and will suggest ways to alter the focus, scope, etc., if necessary.  Your topic still needs to include at least one text 
from the final segment of the course and must be explicitly approved by me in advance.


