
Phil 285: Subjectivity, Objectivity, and Truth   27 January 2013
Dr. Jacob Rump
Prompt for Short Writing #1

Plato's Theaetetus and the Problem(s) of  Knowledge

For your first reflection paper of  the semester, which is due at the beginning of  class on Friday, 2/1, I 
would like you to develop a 3-4 page essay on the Theaetetus, based on the following prompt:

Many commentators claim that Plato's Theaetetus reaches no positive conclusion, i.e., at the 
end of  the dialogue, the interlocutors have not reached an account of  what knowledge is,  
but only dismissed a series of  suggestions and thus said something (several things?) about 
what it  is not.  Do you agree with this assessment? If  you do agree, do you find such a 
negative  conclusion  justified?   If  you do  not  agree,  how would  you characterize  the 
positive doctrine of  knowledge being offered? In either case, what should we take away 
from reading this text, in terms of  thinking about knowledge, but also in terms of  the 
major themes of  this course (subjectivity, objectivity, and truth)? How has studying this 
text  changed or  reinforced the way  you think about such topics?  Do you agree with 
Socrates' assessment of  knowledge in this text? Why or why not? And how do you think 
Socrates (or Plato) might respond to your reservations or objections?

You need not specifically address every single question included here, and please do not simply give me a 
list your answers/ responses to them.  I am primarily interested in evidence of  your thoughtful reflection 
on the text,  presented as a single, well-written essay with an introduction, body, and conclusion. While developing 
your own views on the material  should be your primary objective,  you should refer to and interpret 
passages in the text to support and clarify your claims. Please cite using the marginal Stephanus numbers, 
as  on the syllabus.  Simple in-text  citations are sufficient,  but  you may use another style  of  citation 
standard in your discipline if  you prefer.

I am happy to look at drafts or partial drafts of  your work and to provide comments prior to the due 
date, but recall that, as stated on the syllabus, I will not do so in the final 48 hours before an assignment is due. 
This means that students seeking feedback or comments on drafts or partial drafts of  this reflection 
paper need to submit their work to me by email by class time on Wednesday, 1/30.  It is perfectly OK to 
submit partial drafts or outlines if  you want some feedback but do not have time to complete a full draft 
before this deadline.  Also recall that rewrites will be permitted for this first short assignment, but not for 
the subsequent ones or for the final paper.  

It is imperative that you show up to class on Friday with a printed, stapled copy of  your essay ready to 
turn in at  the  beginning of  class.  I  will  not  accept copies  submitted by email  and late essays will  be 
penalized. Your reflections will form the basis of  our discussion for that day (there is no new reading), 
but please also bring your copy of  the Theaetetus.


