
Syllabus: Philosophy 285                                 Dr. Jacob Rump 
Emory University, spring 2013                               jrump@emory.edu
MWF 10:40- 11:30AM                                                   office hours: Tu 4:30- 5:30PM, Th 1-4PM 
Rich Memorial 104                  (or by appointment), Modern Languages 117 

                                                      

Special Topics: Subjectivity, Objectivity, and Truth

The status of  subjectivity as our mode of  access to the world has long been a topic of  special interest in 
philosophy. But in an age in which technological and scientific advancements have become perhaps the most 
common and most visible markers of  the progress of  human knowledge, we are increasingly attuned to 
scientific conceptions of  what counts as “objective” and increasingly suspicious of  anything that may be 
“only subjective” or “just an opinion.” But when we observe that that which we take to be objective and true 
is never entirely subject-independent, insofar as it is always known to us “through” our subjective character as 
individual  knowers,  the  relationship  between  subjectivity,  objectivity,  and  truth  no  longer  seems  such  a 
straightforward matter:  Are truths simply “out there” waiting for us to  stumble upon them, or  are  they 
“constructed”  by  subjective  knowers  for  specific  purposes?  If  truth  is—as  many  have  thought—a 
characteristic of  statements, of  things we say and write, then are truths somehow dependent on the individual 
who says or writes them? What can the natural sciences—often taken to be the paradigm of  objectivity—tell 
us about subjectivity?  

This course will focus on this perennial problematic in Western philosophy, with special emphasis on 1) its 
importance in the Modern period and 2) its role in the emergence of  “continental” and “analytic” traditions 
in the twentieth century,  particularly  in relation to epistemology, phenomenology,  and the philosophy of  
mind.  We will begin with a careful reading and discussion of  an early  account of  the problem of  knowledge, 
Plato's Theaetetus, then move to the Modern period with selections from Spinoza's Ethics and Hume's Enquiry 
and the whole of  Kant's Prolegomena. Finally, we turn to twentieth-century accounts of  subjectivity, objectivity, 
and truth, focusing especially on phenomenology, naturalized epistemology, and the philosophy of  mind.

Texts
The following required books are available in the campus bookstore, or can be easily purchased in other 
bookstores or online. Please be sure to get the correct edition. All other texts will be made available through 
electronic reserves.

-Immanuel Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, ISBN 0023193301 
-Jean-Paul Sartre, The Transcendence of  the Ego, ISBN 0809015455 
-Thomas Nagel, The View from Nowhere, ISBN 0195056442 

Philosophical Reading and Using Texts in Class
Your task in this course will not be “cramming” or memorization of  material.  Reading, thinking about, and 
discussing philosophical issues (both in class and in your papers) will be your main task, and you are expected 
to devote a significant amount of  time to carefully reading the assigned material, and to come to class with 
the issues in mind and the text in hand (or on screen). The reading of  philosophical texts is a skill that must 
be developed. The texts we will study are extremely challenging, and should be read slowly and carefully, 
pencil in hand.  It will benefit you both in this class and in your future studies to get in the habit of  taking 
notes as you read, either in the margins, in a notebook, or on a computer. Though not all issues from the texts 
will come up in class, you are responsible for all of  the assigned material  for a given day and should be 
prepared  to  discuss  any  aspect  of  it.  Always  remember  that  these  are  primary  texts  in  philosophy,  not 
textbooks: the main goal of  this course (and of  philosophical work in general) is thinking about the issues, not  
memorizing and regurgitating course material.  A big part of  philosophy is the thought and reflection that the 
readings  evoke,  so  leave  yourself  some time after  reading  to  think  about  what  you’ve  read  before  our 
discussion (i.e. don’t attempt to finish the reading as you walk into class), and don’t be afraid to discuss these 
issues with friends and colleagues outside of  class. 
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A Special Note on Studying Texts for this Class
In addition to the general comments above, bear in mind that, because of  their technical nature, some of  the 
texts we will be discussing can be challenging even for students with a previous background in  philosophy. 
The issues involved in epistemology, phenomenology and the philosophy of  mind (the main systematic areas 
of  philosophy we will be covering in the course) are often highly technical, and many of  the philosophers 
working on these topics  have tended to eschew poetic,  expansive prose in favor  of  concise  and careful 
discussions in very dense prose. Though we will work through the texts together in class, you must read the 
assignments well ahead of  class time, going very slowly and carefully through them, making notes as you go, and, if  
necessary, reading a sentence, or a whole paragraph, more than once.  Doing this kind of  philosophy can be a 
lot like doing math or logic: new concepts and discussions tend to build upon previous ones, and it is almost 
impossible to join  in medias res  and still  keep up, let alone to catch up on what has been missed. For this 
reason, attendance and disciplined study are absolutely essential to your success in this class. You cannot put 
off  this material for several weeks, and then “cram”before writing your papers and still expect to pass.  Nor 
can you “learn it on your own” and only come to class when you feel like it.  Not only will this be more 
difficult for you in the long run; it just won’t work.  Slow and steady wins the race.

Requirements and Grading1

Participation (regular attendance, evidence of  completion of  readings, participation in discussion)         10% 
Presentation         15%
Short Writing Assignments                                    15% each x 3= 45%
Final Paper         30%

Attendance
Attendance at every class meeting is essential to your success in this course, and along with participation and 
evidence of  completion of  the reading assignments, accounts for 10% of  your final grade. If  you have to miss 
class because of  illness or other legitimate reasons you must email me prior to class time in to request that your 
absence to be excused. Absences will be excused at my discretion. Needing to study, write a paper, take a 
test, etc., for another course is never a valid excuse for missing this course. Each unexcused absence after the 
first will result in a 1/3 letter grade deduction from your participation grade (e.g., with otherwise excellent 
participation in discussion and completion of  readings, 2 unexcused absences = A- ; 3 unexcused absences = 
B+; 4 unexcused absences = B; and so on). Note that perfect attendance alone does not guarantee an A 
grade for participation. You are responsible for doing the assigned reading even if  you are absent from class, 
and any students missing a designated discussion day (2/1, 3/8, and 4/8) will still be required to submit their 
writing assignment by class time on that date via email and must “make up” the discussion with me during 
office hours.

Presentations and Class Discussion
The class will be conducted primarily as a group discussion introduced by a short presentation from the day's 
discussion leader.  For the most part, this will be me, but each of  you will also be expected to give a brief  
presentation and to help lead the subsequent discussion for one day's reading (15% of  your final grade). I will 
give you the opportunity to choose which reading to present on, with some limitations, early in the semester. 
The presentations should take the form of  short remarks introducing the material, situating it in the context 
of  previous readings  and discussion topics, summarizing the most important issues and arguments in the 
reading, and posing a few general questions or themes to begin the discussion. (We will discuss this in more 
detail prior to the first student presentation, and my own presentations can also serve as a model.) During 
class discussion, while questions for clarification concerning a text are always welcome, students are also 
expected to raise their own issues and pose original questions concerning the text and to respond to and 

1 Each assignment will receive a letter grade. To determine final grades, I will convert each letter grade to a numerical value as 

follows: A= 100, A-=90, B+=80, B=70, B-=60, C+=50, etc. Each numerical value will then be multiplied by the percentages 

listed to determine its contribution to a total of 100 possible points, which total will be converted back to a final letter grade 

according to the same scale (100-91 total points= A,  90-81=A-, 80-71=B+, 70-61=B, 60-51=B-, etc. Half points will be 

rounded up to the next whole integer (e.g.,  60.5 total points rounds up to 61, which is a B).  Note that this method for  

determining final grades only uses point values as a means to calculate final letter grades on the basis of initial letter grades;  

it is not a standard percentage-based grading scale. Your final grade is the letter grade, not the point number.
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constructively  build  off  of  the  comments  of  one  another.  As  should  go  without  saying,  reasoned 
disagreement and rigorous debate are encouraged, but resorting to ad hominem attacks, refusing to legitimately 
listen to  and consider  the ideas  of  others,  and other  generally  rude  and improper  behavior  will  not  be 
tolerated. The ideal participant in class discussion will further the dialogue by offering his or her own views, 
with reference to the text, and listening to others carefully and with an open mind, in order to help the group 
to arrive at a more nuanced and thoughtful understanding of  the issues and texts under discussion. Arriving 
at class with your final opinions already fixed or refusing to consider the ideas of  others, will be a detriment 
both to your own intellectual development and to that of  your colleagues. Philosophical discussion is an art 
that takes practice, and I hope that we can all (myself  included) improve our abilities at it over the course of  
the semester.

Writing Requirements
In addition to careful reading, discussion, and presentations, a significant portion of  your grade (75%) will 
come from writing assignments. These will consist of  three short writing assignments (3-4 page papers, each 
15% of  final  grade) in which you will  reflect  critically on a section of  the course according to a set of  
prompts  distributed in advance,  and a final  paper  (8-10 pages,  30% of  final  grade)  on a  topic  of  your 
choosing, selected in  consultation with me during office hours.   All writing assignments,  even the short 
papers, should be polished, well-crafted, and well-written essays. I am happy to look at drafts of  your work 
and to provide comments prior to the due date, but I will not do so in the final 48 hours before an assignment is due. 
The short writing assignments are due in hard copy at the  beginning of  class on the days indicated on the 
schedule, and rewrites will be permitted for the first short assignment only.  The final paper will be due during 
the exam period, and no rewrites will be permitted.

Disability Assistance
It  is  the  policy  of  Emory  University  to  make  reasonable  accommodations  for  qualified  students  with 
disabilities.  If  you have or think you may have a condition or disability such that the requirements of  this 
course  could  present  a  problem,  please  contact  the  Office  of  Disability  Services  (110  Administration 
building;  404.727.6016;  http://www.ods.emory.edu) and discuss this with me in person as soon as possible.

Technology Policy
Use of  cell phones, smart phones, etc. during class is prohibited, and all phones should be turned off  or 
silenced and put away for the duration of  the class period. Use of  tablets or laptops for note taking and/or 
referencing reserve readings is permitted, but use of  such devices for any other purpose (facebook, email, 
games, etc.) will result in revocation of  the privilege and major deduction from your participation grade. As 
this is primarily a discussion-based class, students who appear to be more engaged with their devices than 
with discussing the topics at hand with their peers will be viewed with utmost suspicion.

Plagiarism
Presenting the ideas or words of  someone else as your own—intentionally or not—constitutes plagiarism. 
Emory University has a strict anti-plagiarism policy, which will be strictly followed in this course.  Plagiarism 
on written assignments, and cheating in any form, will result in an F on the assignment, and repeated offenses 
will result in an F in the course.  If  you have questions about citation practices, please consult me in person or 
by email  well before the assignment is due. Further information about plagiarism and correct citation styles can 
be  found  on  the  Woodruff  Library  website  at:  http://guides.main.library.emory.edu/content.php 
pid=16100&sid=108211 .

Course Schedule
On the following page you will find our course schedule for the entire semester, including the reading 
assignments to be completed prior to each class session, discussion topics for sessions when there is no 
new reading, and writing assignment due dates. For the designated discussion days (2/1, 3/8, and 4/8) 
you should take some time to review the relevant text(s) in addition to preparing the writing assignment 
due at the beginning of  class. The schedule may be updated with advance notice at my discretion.
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Date Assigned Reading/ Discussion Topic         Writing Assignments

W, 1/16 course introduction, distribution of  syllabus, Syllabus Q&A

F, 1/18 Plato, Theaetetus, beginning (142a)-154e

M, 1/21 NO CLASS: MLK DAY 

W, 1/23 Plato, Theaetetus, 155a-168c 

F,  1/25 Plato, Theaetetus, 168d-183c

M, 1/28 Plato, Theaetetus, 183d-195d

W, 1/30 Plato, Theaetetus, 195e- end (210d)

F, 2/1 Discussion: Plato's Theaetetus and the Problem(s) of  Knowledge                       Short Writing #1 due

M, 2/4 Spinoza, Ethics, Part I, to Proposition 21

W, 2/6 Spinoza, Ethics, Part I, Proposition 22-end of  Appendix to Part I

F, 2/8 Spinoza, Ethics, Part II, to Proposition 33

M, 2/11 Spinoza, Ethics, Part II, Proposition 34 to end (Scholium to Proposition 49)

W, 2/13 Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding ,  §§ I- IV 

F, 2/15 Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding ,  §§ V- VII

M, 2/18 Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, Introduction (pp. 3- 12)

W, 2/20 Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, Preamble (pp. 13- 27)

F, 2/22 Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, Part One (pp. 28- 41)

M, 2/25 Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, Part Two, through §28 (pp. 42- 59)

W, 2/27 Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, remainder of  Part Two (pp. 59- 74)

F, 3/1 Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, Part Three, through §49 (pp. 75- 86)

M, 3/4 Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, remainder of  Part Three (pp. 86- 98)

W, 3/6 Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, Conclusion and Solution (pp. 99- 120)

F, 3/8 Discussion: Modern Approaches to Knowledge: Spinoza, Hume, Kant            Short Writing #2 due

M, 3/11- F, 3/15 NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK  

M, 3/18 Frege, “The Thought”

W, 3/20 Husserl, selections TBA

F, 3/22 Husserl, selections TBA

M, 3/25 Sartre, The Transcendence of  the Ego, §§I.A- I.B (pp. 31- 54) 

W, 3/27 Sartre, The Transcendence of  the Ego, §§I.C- II.C (pp. 54- 71)

F, 3/29 NO CLASS (a good opporunity to get an early start early on the longer reading for Monday)

M, 4/1 Sartre, The Transcendence of  the Ego, §II.D- Conclusions (pp. 71- 106)

W, 4/3 Quine, “Epistemology Naturalized”

F, 4/5 Dennett, “Quining Qualia” 

M, 4/8 Discussion: Frege, Phenomenology, Naturalism                       Short Writing #3 due

W, 4/10 Nagel, The View from Nowhere, Chapter I (Introduction)

F, 4/12 Nagel, The View from Nowhere, Chapter II (Mind)

M, 4/15 Nagel, The View from Nowhere, Chapter III (Mind and Body)

W, 4/17 Nagel, The View from Nowhere, Chapter IV (The Objective Self)

F, 4/19 Nagel, The View from Nowhere, Chapter V (Knowledge)

M, 4/22 Nagel, The View from Nowhere, Chapter VI (Thought and Reality)

W, 4/24 Nagel, The View from Nowhere, Chapter XI (Birth, Death, and the Meaning of  Life)

F, 4/26 Lloyd, “The Man of  Reason”

M, 4/29 Discussion: Course wrap-up and final thoughts (last day of  class)

W, 5/9                                                          final paper due as a Word attachment by email by 11:59 PM
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