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Saint Leo University 

School of Arts and Sciences 
PHI 110RS 

ENCOUNTERING THE REAL: FAITH AND PHILOSOPHICAL ENQUIRY 
Department of Philosophy, Theology and Religion 

Spring I  2013 
 
 

Professor:   Dr. Jacob Rump 
Course Number:  PHI 110RS 
Classroom Location: Marietta Center   
Class Hours:   Wednesdays 5PM- 10PM 
Class Dates:    1/8/2013 to 2/26/2013 (every Wednesday) 
Office Location:   Marietta Center 
Office Hours:   Wednesdays 4-5PM, after class, or by appointment  
Phone:     567.938.9633 
E-mail:   jacob.rump@saintleo.edu 
  
 
Course Description:  
This course examines definitions, assumptions, and arguments central to religious existence via 
the lens of several key classical and contemporary philosophers.  Students will develop and 
refine their ability to think impartially and objectively about personal religious commitments, 
understand alternative religious points of view, and formulate and defend informed arguments 
and objections with respect to the subject matter. Topics include faith and reason, arguments for 
the existence of God, the problem of evil, and responses to religious diversity. 
 
Prerequisite:  
None 
 
Textbooks: 
Custom Text: Encountering the Real. Created from Pojman and Rea, Philosophy of Religion: An 
Anthology. 6th ed. New York: Wadsworth, 2011. Print. ISBN-13: 9781285553498 
 
Paul and Elder, Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking Concepts and Tools. Foundation for Critical 
Thinking. 2009. Print. ISBN-13: 978-0944583104; ISBN-10: 0944583105. 
 
 
Course Objectives: 
This course is an opportunity for students to… 

1. Discuss key terms, concepts, and ideas held by some of the most important figures 
contributing to Western philosophy of religion. 
2. Reflect upon classical and contemporary philosophical arguments. 
3. Read complex philosophical texts and develop excellence in the use of critical thinking 
tools and concepts. 
4. Express multiple, critical philosophical points of view through college level writing. 
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Learning Outcomes: 
At the conclusion of this course, the successful student will be able to… 

1. Identity and explain key terms, concepts, and ideas held by some of the most 
important figures contributing to Western philosophy of religion, including, but not limited 
to, St. Anselm, St. Thomas Aquinas, Søren Kierkegaard, Alvin Plantinga, and John Hick.  
2. Explain and evaluate (in informal discussion and in formal writing) several classical 
and contemporary philosophical arguments, including arguments pertaining to God’s 
existence, the problem of evil, and arguments for and against religious pluralism. 
3. Analyze and evaluate complex philosophical texts via application of critical thinking 
tools and excellence in reasoning. 
4. Distinguish and describe multiple points of view within classical and contemporary 
philosophy of religion. 

 
Core Value: 
Excellence (arête = virtue): One of the core values of Saint Leo University is excellence: “All of 
us, individually and collectively, work hard to ensure that our students develop the character, 
learn the skills and assimilate the knowledge essential to become morally responsible leaders.” 
According to the ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle, a thing is excellent (virtuous) if it performs 
its function well; and since the proper function of a human being is to exercise reason, an 
excellent human being is one who thinks critically, wonders contemplatively, and brings his or 
her reason to bear on action through the exercise of practical wisdom (phronesis). Reflecting 
this core value of excellence (arête), it is hoped that each student in this course flourishes both 
intellectually and spiritually as we seek to think critically and contemplatively about matters of 
faith and religion. 
 
Evaluation:  

Attendance and Participation 10% 
Critical Writing Assignments 30% 
Logic Quiz   4% 
Critical Thinking Quiz #1 4% 
Critical Thinking Quiz #2  4% 
Objective Content Quizzes 30% 
Final Project   18% 

 
Total    100% 

 
 
Attendance and Participation: 
Since this course meets only eight times, attendance at every class meeting is essential to your 
success and along with participation in class discussions counts for 10% of your total grade. If 
you MUST miss class because of illness or other legitimate emergencies you should attempt to 
email me prior to class time to request that your absence to be excused. Absences will be 
excused at my discretion. You are allowed one “freebie,” but each unexcused absence after the 
first will result in a letter grade deduction from your maximum possible participation grade (e.g., 
2 unexcused absences = maximum possible participation grade of B; 3 unexcused absences = 
maximum possible participation grade of C ; 4 unexcused absences = maximum possible 
participation grade of D; and so on). Please note that good attendance is necessary but not 
sufficient for a high participation grade. In addition to absences, lack of participation and/or 
inappropriate behavior, such as texting or disruptive chatter, will adversely affect the attendance 
and participation grade. Your participation grade is determined on the basis of attendance and 
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class participation. Makeup quizzes for missed class sessions will only be permitted in the case 
of excused absences.  In the event of absence due to illness or emergency, documentation 
must be submitted to the Advising office: St. Edwards Hall 320, michelle.tracey@saintleo.edu.   
Critical Writing Assignments: 
There will be two critical writing assignments (15% each).  Topics will be determined by the 
instructor and distributed no later than two weeks prior to the respective due dates. 
 
Each paper should be between 400-500 words (no longer than 2 typed pages double spaced in 
11 or 12 point standard fonts). You do not need to do any research for these papers beyond the 
assigned class readings, but be sure to properly cite the use of any secondary sources. Papers 
MUST cite specific passages from the course text according to MLA style. 
 
The grading rubric that will be used for all writing assignments can be found in Appendix 1. In 
addition to the grading rubric, please also be sure to review Appendix 2 on plagiarism. 
 
Information on MLA Citation style can be found here: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/  
 
Logic and Critical Thinking Quizzes: 
One of the most important skills that students can take from a philosophy course is the ability to 
analyze and evaluate complex arguments.  Developing this skill is particularly important when 
attempting to think objectively and critically about matters of faith and religion.  It is all too easy 
to "like" an argument when it establishes a conclusion that confirms what we already think we 
know and to "dislike" arguments that lead to conclusions that make us uncomfortable or put our 
cherished beliefs into question.  Accordingly, it helps to lay out the rules of good reasoning prior 
to engagement in the emotionally charged arena of the philosophy of religion. That way we can 
be sure that we are being guided by reason and not emotions or traditional prejudices.  
 
Module 1 is thus devoted to developing a toolbox of logic and critical thinking skills that will 
serve as a means of evaluating the arguments we will encounter in this course. At the 
conclusion of Module 1, students will take two quizzes.  The first, the Logic Quiz, will be handled 
in class.  The second, Critical Thinking Quiz #1, will take place within an online module of 
eCollege. 
 
About three quarters of the Logic Quiz will consist of multiple choice questions which will test 
your ability to identify and utilize important concepts and tools for evaluating philosophical 
arguments.  The remaining quarter will consist of two short answers in which you are given 
specific parameters and then asked to construct arguments accordingly.  
 
The Critical Thinking Quiz #1 will be all objective and will test specific knowledge of the 
concepts and tools discussed in Paul and Elder, Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking Concepts 
and Tools, which students will read during the first week of the course. 
 
At the conclusion of the course a third evaluation of critical thinking will be administered as 
Critical Thinking Quiz #2.  This online quiz will open in eCollege at the conclusion of Module 7 
and remain open until the end of the last day of regular classes. The format for this quiz will be a 
little different than the first two critical thinking quizzes in that it will test your ability to critically 
analyze a small piece of prose philosophy.  You will be guided by the skills you learn in the main 
part of the course, but you will also be required to have mastered the terminology and concepts 
in the text by Paul and Elder.  So a review of Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking Concepts and 
Tools is encouraged prior to logging into the second part of the quiz. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
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Each of the three logic quizzes will count for four percentage points of your course grade for a 
total of twelve percent of the course grade, which can make a substantial difference to your final 
score.  Accordingly, you are strongly encouraged to pay due diligence to this aspect of the 
course.  Be sure to ask your instructor if you have any questions or problems, particularly 
regarding the online portions. 
 
Objective Content Quizzes: 
There will be three objective (i.e. “multiple choice”) content quizzes given in class.  Each quiz 
will consist of between five and fifteen questions of varying difficulty.  Quiz questions will be 
drawn mainly from the required readings. It is very important that students stay on top of the 
readings.  Accordingly, skipping or procrastinating with respect to the course readings will 
impact your quiz performance significantly. 
 
Final Project:  
For the final project, students will find one additional article from a professional academic or 
religious journal, selected and cleared with the instructor in advance, and will write a paper 
responding to the article.  This paper should be similar in length and format to the Critical 
Writing assignments, but may be slightly longer (up to 750 words or three typed pages double 
spaced in 11 or 12 point standard fonts). Articles may be found using Saint Leo’s online library 
resources (see below), and you should feel free to contact the Saint Leo librarians for additional 
assistance (we will go over the basics of looking for such an article in class). 
 
Grading Scale:  
Final course grades will be determined according to the following grading scale: 
 

A  Exceptional  94-100% 
A-  Superior  90-93% 
B+  Excellent  87-89% 
B  Very Good  84-86% 
B-  Good   80-83% 
C+  Above Average 77-79% 
C  Average  74-76% 
C-  Below Average 70-73% 
D+  Marginal  67-69% 
D  Poor   60-66% 
F  Failure   <60% 

 
      
Late Policy: 
All work must be submitted on time. Exceptions must be documented and acceptance is at the 
discretion of the faculty member. Late work will not be accepted for credit without excuse. For a 
formal excuse of absence with respect to illness or other emergencies, please submit 
documentation to the Advising office: St. Edwards Hall 320, michelle.tracey@saintleo.edu.   
 
 
PROTECTION OF THE ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT: 
Disruption of academic process is the act or words of a student in a classroom or teaching 
environment which in the reasonable estimation of a faculty member: (a) directs attention away 
from the academic matters at hand, such as noisy distractions, persistent, disrespectful or 
abusive interruptions of lecture, exam or academic discussions, or (b) presents a danger to the 
health, safety or wellbeing of the faculty member or students. Education is a cooperative 
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endeavor – one that takes place within a context of basic interpersonal respect. We must 
therefore make the classroom environment conducive to the purpose for which we are here. 
Disruption, intentional and unintentional, is an obstacle to that aim. We can all aid in creating the 
proper environment, in small ways (such as turning off beepers and cell phones, and neither 
chatting nor sleeping in class), and in more fundamental ways. So, when we speak in class, we 
can disagree without attacking each other verbally, we wait to be recognized before speaking, 
and no one speaks in a manner or of off-topic content that disrupts the class. Any violation of 
this policy may result in disciplinary action. Please refer to the Student Handbook for further 
details.  
  
Students with Disabilities: 
Saint Leo University is committed to a policy which provides an equal opportunity for full 
participation of all qualified individuals with disabilities in accordance with the American with 
Disabilities Act. Appropriate academic accommodations and services are coordinated through 
the Office of Disability Services. Students with disabilities who require accommodation should 
contact the office as soon as possible via email: ADAOffice@saintleo.edu or telephone: (352) 
588-8464. For additional information, students may access the Policy and Procedure Manual 
through the Saint Leo website. 
 
Academic Honesty: 
Saint Leo University holds all students to the highest standards of honesty and personal 
integrity in every phase of their academic life.  All students have a responsibility to uphold the 
Academic Honor Code by refraining from any form of academic misconduct, presenting only 
work that is genuinely their own, and reporting any observed instance of academic dishonesty to 
a faculty member. Please see the full Academic Honor Code in the Academic Catalog for further 
information. 
 
Cannon Memorial Library Resources for Online Learning Courses: 

 
Cannon Memorial Library 
Librarians are available during reference hours to assist you. To contact the librarian on duty, 
please call 1.800.359.5945 or email reference.desk@saintleo.edu. 
  
 Reference Hours** 
 Monday to Thursday    9 AM—10 PM 
 Friday      9 AM—5 PM 
 Saturday/Sunday          10 AM—6 PM 
 **Subject to change. Check the calendar for current information. 
  
 Web Address (URL) 
 http://www.saintleo.edu/Academics/Library  
 
Online Catalog “LeoCat” (All Books, eBooks, and Media) 
Click on Library Catalog (LeoCat) on the Cannon Memorial Library homepage. SLU students, 
faculty and staff may borrow books from Cannon Memorial Library. Books you can check-out 
have Location=Cannon Library, Second Floor and Status=Available. Use the Interlibrary Loan 
and Document Delivery link on the library’s website to place your request. 
 
Online Library Resources (Articles and eBooks) 

mailto:reference.desk@saintleo.edu
http://www.saintleo.edu/Campus-Life/News-Events/Events
http://www.saintleo.edu/Academics/Library
http://leocat.saintleo.edu.ezproxy.saintleo.edu/
http://www.saintleo.edu/Academics/Library
http://www.saintleo.edu/Academics/Library/Interlibrary-Loan-Document-Delivery
http://www.saintleo.edu/Academics/Library/Interlibrary-Loan-Document-Delivery
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Saint Leo provides an array of online article databases and eBook collections that support your 
classes. Use the Online Library Resources link on the Cannon Memorial Library homepage to 
access the online resources. 
 
CQ Researcher………………..…..….. (In-depth topical analysis by Congressional Quarterly) 
Dissertations and Theses……..…..…. (A database of published Dissertations and Theses, 

including those from Saint Leo University) 
EBSCO ………………………………… (Comprehensive all-subject database, includes 
Business Source  
                                          Premier, Academic Source Premier, ERIC, ATLA) 
Literature Resource Center……..….... (Comprehensive source for literary topics, includes 
Twayne Authors) 
 
Newsbank: America’s Newspapers…. (625 U.S. newspapers) 
ProQuest……………………………….. (Comprehensive all-subject database, includes 
ABI/Inform Global) 
PsycINFO………………………………. (APA abstracts and indexing for psychology subjects) 
Westlaw………………………………… (Comprehensive legal resource) 
Wilson…………………………………... (Includes Education, Science, Humanities, & Business 
indexes) 

 
Supplemental Library Resources 
Saint Leo encourages students to obtain a public library borrowing card at their earliest 
convenience. Many state libraries grant public library cardholders free remote access to multiple 
online databases containing full-text articles. For further information, contact your local public 
library. To find updated links to all state libraries, as well as public libraries, law libraries, and 
college libraries in your area, go to http://www.publiclibraries.com/.  
 
Library Tutorial 
The University strongly encourages all students to review the instructional tools on the library’s 
Help! link. By learning to become more proficient researchers, students will also enhance their 
academic success. Please review the library tutorial and complete the online test which will 
prepare you for utilizing the library's resources and services. A score of 70 or higher is 
necessary to pass. Please allow yourself 15-20 minutes to take the test. 
 
Additional Services: 
Technical questions concerning the course should be addressed to the eCollege Help Desk, by 
clicking the Help button in the upper right corner of the Course Home page. Then select Help 
Desk from the left-hand navigation tree in the Help Pages window, to access the email form. Or, 
phone the eCollege Help Desk at 866-501-1636. 
 
Course Schedule: 
Unit 0: An Introduction to Thinking Critically 

1/8 Module 1 – Logic and Critical Thinking 

Readings: Solomon and Higgins, “A Little Logic”; Solomon and Higgins, “Deductive 

Logic Valid Argument Forms”; Solomon and Higgins, “Common Informal Fallacies”; Paul 

and Elder, Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking Concepts and Tools 

Unit 1: The Real and the Rational 

http://www.saintleo.edu/Academics/Library/Online-Library-Resources
http://www.saintleo.edu/Academics/Library
http://www.publiclibraries.com/
http://www.saintleo.edu/Academics/Library/HELP
http://www.saintleo.edu/Academics/Library/Library-Tutorial


 7 

1/15 Module 2 – Evidentialism 

 Reading: Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief” 

1/22 Module 3 – Classical Theistic Arguments 

Readings: Anselm, “The Ontological Argument”; Thomas Aquinas, “The Five Ways”; 

Rowe, “An Examination of the Cosmological Argument”; Paley, “The Watch and the 

Watchmaker”; Collins, “A Scientific Argument for the Existence of God” 

1/29 Module 4 – Problem of Evil 

Readings: Mackie, “Evil and Omnipotence”; Plantinga, “The Free Will Defense”; Hick, 

“Evil and Soul-Making”; Rowe, “The Inductive Argument from Evil Against the Existence 

of God” 

Unit 2 – Experience and the Real 

2/5 Module 5 – Pragmatism and Reformed Epistemology 

Readings: Pascal, “The Wager”; James, “Will to Believe”; Bergmann, “Rational Religious 

Belief without Arguments” 

2/12 Module 6 – Existentialism and Mysticism 

Readings: Kierkegaard, “Truth is Subjectivity”; Selections of Mystical Experiences, 

James, “Mysticism”; Alston, “Perceiving God” 

Unit 3 – Paths to the Real 

2/19 Module 7 – Problem of Religious Diversity I 

Readings: Dalai Lama, “Buddhism, Christianity, and the Prospects for World Religion”; 

Hick, “Religious Pluralism and Ultimate Reality” 

2/26 Module 8 – Problem of Religious Diversity II 

Readings: Plantinga, “A Defense of Religious Exclusivism”; Basinger, “Hick’s Religious 

Pluralism and ‘Reformed Epistemology’—A Middle Ground” 
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Appendix 1: Rubric for Critical Writing Assignments and Final Project 

Elements 

 Criteria 

Score 

Not Attempted 

(Criterion is missing or 

not in evidence) 

Novice 

(does not meet 

expectations; performance 

is substandard) 

Basic 

(works towards meeting 

expectations; performance 

needs improvement) 

Proficient 

(meets expectations; 

performance is 

satisfactory) 

Exemplary 

(exceeds expectations; 

performance is outstanding) 

 

Paper Topic 

(15 pts) 

Paper contains no thesis 

and/or does not address 

the essay prompt. 

Thesis is difficult to 

discern and/or fails to 

address multiple parts of 

the essay prompt. 

Thesis is discernible, but not 

explicitly stated in 

introductory paragraph 

and/or addresses most, but 

not all, of parts of the essay 

prompt.  

Thesis statement is in 

introductory paragraph, 

but it is wordy, generic or 

unclear and/or paper 

addresses all parts of the 

essay prompt, but not 

adequately. 

Thesis statement is in 

introductory paragraph. It is 

concise, articulate, and 

narrowly focused. Paper 

adequately addresses all parts 

of the essay prompt. 

 

 

 

___/15 

Length 

 (15 pts) 

There was little or no 

evidence of a complete 

assignment. 

Paper is entirely too short. 

 

Paper contains a great deal of 

“fluff” and still doesn’t meet 

the length requirements  

Paper is on the short side 

or meets requirements 

only because it contains 

“fluff.”  

Paper falls within the required 

length requirements without 

going off topic. 
___/15 

Mechanics of 

Writing 

(20 pts) 

Little to no evidence of 

proper writing mechanics. 

 

 

The grammar of the paper 

greatly impedes 

understanding of content.  

Organizational structure is 

unclear. 

Paper needs a good deal of 

improvement with respect to 

grammar, spelling, and/or 

style.  Organization and/or 

flow of ideas need 

improvement. 

Paper is mostly free of 

errors with respect to 

grammar, spelling, and/or 

style, but needs some 

improvement. 

Organizational structure is 

adequate.  

Paper is nearly perfect with 

respect to grammar, spelling, 

and style.  Organizational 

structure is clear and the paper 

flows nicely. 

___/20 

Conceptual 

Analysis & 

Thoughtful 

Engagement 

(20 pts) 

Paper exhibits a complete 

lack of thoughtful 

engagement with the text.  

Concepts are identified, 

but not clearly defined. 

No attempt to elaborate/ 

exemplify. 

Paper exhibits very little 

thoughtful engagement 

with the text. Few 

concepts are clearly 

defined using elaboration/ 

exemplification. 

Paper exhibits basic 

engagement with text, but 

needs improvement.  Some 

concepts are clearly defined 

using elaboration/ 

exemplification,  

Paper exhibits thoughtful 

understanding of the text, 

but some improvement 

needed. Most concepts are 

clearly defined using 

elaboration/ 

exemplification. 

Paper does an excellent job 

demonstrating an accurate 

understanding of the text and 

goes beyond mere summary. 

All relevant concepts are 

clearly defined using 

elaboration/ exemplification. 

 

___/20 

Points of View 

Consideration of 

Objections 

(15 pts) 

Paper does not 

acknowledge the 

existence of alternative 

points of view. Does not 

state objections to thesis. 

Acknowledges existence 

of more than point of 

view, but does not clear 

articulate a specific 

objection and respond. 

Acknowledges existence of 

more than point of view, but 

considers only one.  States a 

specific objection to thesis, 

but makes no clear attempt to 

respond. 

Acknowledges existence 

of more than point of 

view. States at least one 

objection to thesis and 

responds, but needs some 

improvement. 

Acknowledges existence of 

more than point of view. 

Clearly and articulately states 

at least one objection to thesis 

and then adequately responds 

to the objection. 

___/15 

MLA Style/ 

Citations 

(15 pts) 

Paper lacks both in-text 

citations and a proper 

works cited list. 

Paper lacks either in-text 

citations or a proper 

works cited list, but not 

both. 

Paper contains in-text 

citations and a works cited 

list, but does not follow 

MLA style. 

Paper contains in-text 

citations and a works 

cited list, but several 

stylistic errors are present. 

Paper contains proper in-text 

citations and a works cited list. 

Few stylistic errors are present. 
___/15 
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Appendix 2: Plagiarism 

The following article is taken from the Purdue Online Writing Lab: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/  

Is It Plagiarism Yet? 

Summary: There are few intellectual offenses more serious than plagiarism in academic and professional contexts. This resource 
offers advice on how to avoid plagiarism in your work.  

Contributors: Karl Stolley, Allen Brizee 
Last Edited: 2010-04-21 07:50:25 

There are some actions that can almost unquestionably be labeled plagiarism. Some of these include buying, stealing, or 
borrowing a paper (including, of course, copying an entire paper or article from the Web); hiring someone to write your paper for 
you; and copying large sections of text from a source without quotation marks or proper citation. 

But then there are actions that are usually in more of a gray area. Some of these include using the words of a source too closely 
when paraphrasing (where quotation marks should have been used) or building on someone's ideas without citing their spoken or 
written work. Sometimes teachers suspecting students of plagiarism will consider the students' intent, and whether it appeared the 
student was deliberately trying to make ideas of others appear to be his or her own. 

However, other teachers and administrators may not distinguish between deliberate and accidental plagiarism. So let's look at some 
strategies for avoiding even suspicion of plagiarism in the first place 

When Do We Give Credit? 

The key to avoiding plagiarism is to make sure you give credit where it is due. This may be credit for something somebody said, 
wrote, emailed, drew, or implied. Many professional organizations, including the Modern Language Association and the American 
Psychological Association, have lengthy guidelines for citing sources. However, students are often so busy trying to learn the rules of 
MLA format and style or APA format and style that they sometimes forget exactly what needs to be credited. Here, then, is a brief 
list of what needs to be credited or documented: 

 Words or ideas presented in a magazine, book, newspaper, song, TV program, movie, Web page, computer program, letter, 
advertisement, or any other medium 

 Information you gain through interviewing or conversing with another person, face to face, over the phone, or in writing 
 When you copy the exact words or a unique phrase 
 When you reprint any diagrams, illustrations, charts, pictures, or other visual materials 
 When you reuse or repost any electronically-available media, including images, audio, video, or other media 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/
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Bottom line, document any words, ideas, or other productions that originate somewhere outside of you. 

There are, of course, certain things that do not need documentation or credit, including: 

 Writing your own lived experiences, your own observations and insights, your own thoughts, and your own conclusions about 
a subject 

 When you are writing up your own results obtained through lab or field experiments 
 When you use your own artwork, digital photographs, video, audio, etc. 
 When you are using "common knowledge," things like folklore, common sense observations, myths, urban legends, and 

historical events (but not historical documents) 
 When you are using generally-accepted facts, e.g., pollution is bad for the environment, including facts that are accepted 

within particular discourse communities, e.g., in the field of composition studies, "writing is a process" is a generally-accepted 
fact. 

Deciding if Something is "Common Knowledge" 

Generally speaking, you can regard something as common knowledge if you find the same information undocumented in at least five 
credible sources. Additionally, it might be common knowledge if you think the information you're presenting is something your 
readers will already know, or something that a person could easily find in general reference sources. But when in doubt, cite; if the 
citation turns out to be unnecessary, your teacher or editor will tell you.  


