
Phil 110: Encountering the Real                   Spring 2014 
Instructor: Jacob Rump 

 
 
 

Second Critical Writing Assignment: on Hick’s “Evil and Soul-Making” 
(worth 15% of overall grade) 

 
Due in hard copy at the beginning of class on Wednesday, 2/12/14 

 
Write a paper of 400-500 words (no longer than 2 typed pages, double spaced, in 11 or 12-point 
standard font) responding to the prompt below. You do not need to do any research for these 
papers beyond the assigned class reading. Papers MUST include citations of specific passages 
from the course text according to MLA style guidelines. 
 
The grading rubric that will be used for all writing assignments can be found in Appendix 1 of 
the syllabus (available online in Learning Studio). In addition to the grading rubric, please also 
be sure to review Appendix 2 on plagiarism. 
 
Information on MLA Citation style can be found at the following web address: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/  
 

 
Be sure to present a unified and coherent argument that shows your own philosophical thinking, 
and does not merely summarize the readings or our class discussion. I am happy to look at drafts 
of thesis statements or outlines, or to discuss paper ideas with you via email, but I will not 
consult with you regarding the substantive content of your papers during the final 48 hours 
before they are due.   
 
 

Prompt: 
 
In “Evil and Soul-Making,” John Hick sketches the beginnings of a theodicy (an explanation for 
God’s reason for permitting evil) on the basis of the less-familiar Irenaean Christian tradition, 
and contrasts this view with the more-common Augustinian view (hint: a useful short summary 
of Augustine’s theodicy can be found in Plantinga’s “Free Will Defense,” from Module Four, p. 
337). The difference has to do with how we understand the state of human beings and human 
freedom as a result of the Fall (the biblical story of Adam and Eve and the first sin). Write a 
paper of 400-500 words first explaining and then evaluating Hick’s position regarding the 
problem of evil. Do you prefer his Irenaean position or the Augustinian position, or are you 
instead convinced by atheistic arguments from evil such as those presented in Module Four by 
Mackie or Rowe? Regardless of the position you wish to argue for, be sure to clearly give 
reasons to support your choice, and to anticipate possible objections to your position. All of the 
texts from Module Four contain passages that can help you to do this. Be sure your reasoning is 
backed up by specific references to the text(s), and be careful to explain your position and the 
reasoning that supports it as clearly as possible, avoiding overly broad generalizations and 
“strawmen.” 


