
KHC Studio Nietzsche Dialogue Response Prompt 
Fall 2015 
 
Goals: To facilitate discussions of the readings and help you develop the skills necessary for 
composing essays. 
 
Instructions: At the beginning of the semester, you were asked in a short writing assignment 
to reflect upon the source of your own morality or values. Since then, you’ve encountered 
Nietzsche’s own “genealogy” of morality and his critique of traditional conceptions of 
morality. If Nietzsche were around today, what would you have to say to him?  What do you 
imagine he would say in return? For this response assignment, your task will be to write an 
imaginary dialogue (see example below) in which you engage with Nietzsche concerning 
your respective ideas about morality and values. 
 
Similar to your first response assignment, the dialogue is an opportunity to put forward an 
argument or line of inquiry in reference to Nietzsche (everything you’ve read thus far, both 
from this week and previously), and is intended especially to help you develop your own 
position on questions of morality and value through reasoning. If you’re stuck on where to 
start, your might begin by reviewing your opening reflective essay and your first response 
assignment on Nietzsche. 
 
Further specifications: 
 

• Your dialogue should be between 1.5 and 2 pages in length, and should be written in 
dialogue—not paragraph—format; see the example below. 

• The dialogue should take the form of a reasoned debate, not a shouting match. Try to 
represent each position (yours and Nietzsche’s) and the reasons supporting it as 
strongly and fairly as possible, and to use the dialogue as a way of further working 
out your own position on the topic.  

• Write the dialogue in conversational English and put both your views and Nietzsche’s 
in your own words (i.e., avoid very close paraphrases or extended quotations from the 
text in favor of your own formulations of what Nietzsche would say). Be creative! 

• The dialogues will be graded on a check-plus, check, and check-minus system. 
 
 
Example (use your own first name in place of “Jane Doe”): 
 
NIETZSCHE: Christian values arise from a position of weakness, and are just a way for the 

weak to try to overcome the strong! 
 
JANE DOE: I disagree, Friedrich! The simple fact that Christian morality historically arose 

from those not in power is not a reason for dismissing it!  What about...  My 
own view is that… 

 
NIETZSCHE: But Jane, the views you suggest are just a symptom of the slave morality. They 

don’t reflect a genuine will to power!  
 
JANE DOE: But Friedrich… 


