
KHC Studio Weekly Responses: General Prompt 
Prof. Rump 
Fall 2016 
 
Goals: To facilitate discussions of the readings and help you develop the skills necessary 
for composing essays. 
 
Instructions: When scheduled, by the end of the day (11:59PM) before your class 
meeting day, and after completing the reading for class, you will submit on Blackboard a 
brief essay (one page, single spaced, 12-point font, 1-inch margins) in response to the 
assigned reading. This is your opportunity to engage with what you have just read. The 
topic is up to you. Zero in on what you found most interesting. Do not try to summarize 
the entire reading or to respond to everything. What struck you most? What did you find 
weird, puzzling, fascinating, infuriating, provocative, stunning, or surprising about what 
you just read? Was there some aspect of the text that didn’t quite make sense to you? 
Something that was contradictory? Something that didn’t seem to fit? Something you 
kept noticing, or thinking about? Something that stood out to you as a problem, a point of 
conflict or tension? Your response paper is an opportunity to put forward an argument or 
compelling line of questioning about what caught your attention, and to demonstrate what 
exactly is interesting, or strange, or persuasive about it, and why. Accomplishing this in 
the space of a one-page response will demand concise, analytical writing and a clear 
focus on your chosen topic. 
 
Further specifications: 
 

• Your response paper should be submitted via corresponding assignment link on 
Blackboard. Please submit your assignment as a word document (.doc or .docx, 
NOT .pdf or .txt). 

• Your response paper should be no more than one single-spaced page consisting of 
three to five paragraphs. It should engage analytically with the reading and 
provide direct textual evidence to support your claims. The introductory and 
concluding paragraphs can be brief; focus on engaging with the textual evidence 
in your one to three body paragraphs. 

• Remember that a response paper is analytical; the goal is not to summarize, retell 
or explain what you read. As a whole, the response paper presents a particular 
point of interest. Each individual body paragraph should investigate, with the help 
of specific evidence, some smaller piece of the issue you are exploring. 

• These papers will be graded on a check-plus, check, and check-minus system. 
 


